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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
on trade received at the Canadian Government 

. Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
Relating to Trade. formation may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries.— Application has been received for the addresses 
of some of the most important wood pulp mills in Canada. 

A well-known firm are desirous of obtaining agencies from 
Canadian houses, for the sale of articles required and used by dyers, 
soap makers, druggists, explosives and rubber manufacturers. 

The same firm ask for names of importers or manufacturers of 
explosives in Canada who are buyers of glycerine for making 
dynamite. 

A further request has been made by a firm, with business con- 
nections on the Continent, for the names of actual producers in 
Canada of crude asbestos. 


a 


= 
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A firm in the Midlands, who are likely to be considerable buyers 
of casks made of beech wood, desire to be placed in communication 
with Canadian makers able to meet their requirements. 


Canadian Enguiries—A firm of commission agents in the city 
of Winnipeg desire to open correspondence with some English 
houses desiring to be represented there. 

Enquiry is made for names of large firms who might require an 
agent to purchase cheese and butter on commission from the eastern 
townships of Quebec. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

sintian to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries——The proprietors of a patent feed water filter 
and grease extractor desire information about possible openings in 
Canada. 

A company wishes to arrange for supplies of birch from which 
veneers of 45 ins. circumference and ogee can be cut. Lengths 
6 to 8 ft. 

A Liverpool firm desires names (if ure of Canadian producers of 
corn oil. 

A Yorkshire house would like to hear from timber cutting firms 
in Parry Sound district, with a view to making arrangements for 
supplies. 

Canadian Enquiries—A wood-working company near Montreal 
is open to contract for supplies of flooring, flooring blocks, 
dowels, &c. 

A New Brunswick sawmills company, possessing extensive 
timber limits, desires information as to prospects of supplying 
Excelsior (wood wool) to the United Kingdom. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The following notice was published in the “Straits Settlements 
Tenders for F. Government Gazette ” of 26th October last :— 
Tenders with detailed specifications will be 
received at the Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Singapore, up to noon of Friday, the 1st February, 1901, for the 
construction and supply of two wooden or composite steam ferry 
boats for the Johore Straits. (See Admiralty Chart No. 2,403.) 
Length 90 feet over all. 
Breadth not less than 17 feet. 
Maximum draft 7 feet. 
The vessels to be of sufficient stability to carry passengers on a 
shade deck about one-half of their length. 
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To be driven by single or twin screw engines at a speed of 
9} knots on the measured mile. If composite built, the frames 
and scantlings throughcut to be accessible for painting and 
preservation from corrosion. Ceiling to be dispensed with as far 
as possible; what ceiling there is to be of hard wood, The outside 
planking to be of teak of substantial thickness. 

If of wood to be built of Java teak or Panaga crooks for frames, 
&c., with teak planking and hard wood ceiling. 

The boats to be sheathed to well above the water line with 18 oz. 
yellow metal. 

Tenderer must state the price—Ilst, with fittings to burn liquid 
fuel, carrying a sufficient supply to steam about 500 knots; 2nd, 
with fittings for burning wood fuel ; 3rd, with fittings which can 
be altered for burning liquid or wood fuel as found expedient. 

The boats must be built for and fitted with towing hooks and 
other fittings and gear for towing a 40 ton tongkang. 

One short mast forward for light and signalling and a teakwood 
dinghy to be supplied with each vessel. 

First Class and Native passenger accommodation to be separate. 
Space for baggage to be provided below. 

Any further information can be obtained from the Master 
Attendant, Singapore. The Tenders to state the date on which the 
boats can be completed and delivered in Singapore. 

The Government does not undertake to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The following notice of tenders for railway materials in South 
ae ay “al Australia has been received at the Board of 
pawns Trade from the Office of the Agent-General for 
Mate that Colony :— 
: Tenders will be received at the Supply and 
Tender Board Office, Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m. of Wednesday, 
6th February, for the supply of the following materials, delivered 
in bond on wharf, Port Adelaide, wharfage to be paid by the 
contractor :-— 
64 mild steel boiler plates. 
4 mild steel smokebox tube plates for flanging (two drawings, 
1s. each). 
6 copper tube plates for flanging (two drawings, 1s. each). 
69 spiral springs (five drawings, 1s. each). 
278 engine and tender tyres (ten drawings, 1s. each). 
22 bars angle steel (one drawing, 1s.). 
1,300 carriage and waggon tyres (two drawings, 1s. each). 
412 carriage and waggon axles (three drawings, 1s. each). 
6 steam ‘pressure gauges (one drawing, ls. 6d.), 
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6,470 Stone’s patent bronze flexible unscrewed firebox stays. 
2 nickel steel crank axles (one drawing, 5s.). 
2 tons of Richards’ plastic metal. 
50 carriage rugs. 
200 India-rubber buffer springs (one drawing, 1s.). 
200 best best Staffordshire plates (one drawing, 1s.). 
24 bars convex iron (one drawing, 1s.). 
20 double Detroit sight feed lubricators. 
10 pairs of car-replacing ratchet jacks. 
6 mild steel crank pin forgings. 

Specifications may be seen and forms of tender obtained at the 
above office, and the office of the Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
Islington, South Australia; specifications may also be seen at the 
office of the Agent-General for South Australia, in London. 

Copies of indent, with specification complete (14s. each), and 
drawings may be obtained at the Chief Mechanical Engineer's 
office, Islington, South Australia. 

Date of delivery, as well as the names of the manufacturers of 
the materials tendered for, must be distinctly stated in each 
tender. 

The materials are to be subject to the inspection, test, and 
approval of the Government inspecting engineer, in London, or 
the Chief Mechanical Engineer, in Adelaide. 

The expenses of the inspecting engineer will be paid by the 
Agent-General, London (except in cases as specified), who will also 
advance 90 per cent. on the contract upon receipt of bills of lading, 
insurance policy, and the usual shipping documents, accompanied 
by the certificate of the inspecting engineer; and the balance of— 
the contract will be paid in Adelaide or London, at the option of 
the contractor, upon satisfactory delivery of the materials. 

Successful tenderers will be required, within seven days of date 
of notice of acceptance of tender, to enter into an agreement and 
make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. of the total value of their 
accepted tender as security for the due fulfilment of contract. 

Tenders should be indorsed ‘“‘ Tender for railway materials.” 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


According to the Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” of 28rd 
October last, the Government of South Australia 
has definitely selected a site for a modern 
graving dock at Port Adelaide. It is close to 
Hawker’s Creek, and runs in a north-westerly direction from the 
river. The plans provide for a dock 600 feet long, with 
approaches 23 ft. at low water. The matter, according to the 
“Journal of Commerce,” has yet to be dealt with by Parliament, 
but is likely to be approved of. i 


New Graving 
Dock. 
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RUSSIA. 


The following enquiries have been received by the British Com- 
mercial Agent in Russia, from whom further information may be 
obtained. All communications should be addressed to Mr. Henry 
Cooke, British Commercial Agent, 88, Petrovski Boulevard, Moscow, 
Russia :—- 


A gentleman in and price 
, ists of the latest perfected complete fast-workin 

steam type-casting casting 

a and spaces, and capable of producing about 

three pouds (108 lbs.) nonpareil per diem. It is stated that such 

machines have been obtained from England by a Warsaw firm. 

French and German makers also supply them, but the enquirer, in 

the present case, is convinced that better and cheaper can be 

obtained from Great Britain. Technical descriptions or explanations 

of the working of the machines would be better given in German. 


A Moscow firm ask for names of British manufacturers and price 
a oer lists of carborundum (a chemical product for 
polishing purposes), which they at present 

import from Germany. 


The same firm in Moscow inquire for British manufacturers’ 
sie price Jists and samples of imitation leather, 
ig known as pegamoid or dermatoid (used for 
coverings, &c.), which they at present import 
from Germany. 


NORWAY.’ 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for Coal from H.M. Consul-General at. Christiania, 
for Christiani stating that tenders are invited by the 
Gas Works Christiania Gas Works, to be received not later 
a than the 10th December, for the supply of 
1,000 tons Cannel coal, Armiston, Tyne boghead, or Cannel coal of 
similar quality. 
Conditions of the tender may be obtained on application to the 
Christiania Gasvcerkets. Kontor, Christiania. 


NETHERLANDS. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating that 
tenders are invited by the North-east Local 
Railway at Zwolle for the supply of prepared 


Tenders for 
Railway Material. 


fir sleepers and railway chairs and plates for delivery between 1st 
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April, 1901, and 1st October, 1902; tenders to be received on 
Sth January next. 

Also for 7,000 tons of rails and 300 tons of chairs, to be 
delivered between Ist July, 1901, and Ist April, 1902; tenders to 
be received on 11th January. 

Particulars may be obtained from the Noordooster Lokaals- 
poorweg Direction, Zwolle. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Amsterdam, 


ne ag stating that tenders are invited by the Dutch 
Mate ete Government, to be received not later than the 
Metal 19th December, for the supply of materials for 
rolling-stock for the Java State Railways ; also 
so Bridges for the metal superstructure for two suspension 
‘ bridges for ordinary roads in the Netherlands 

East Indies. 


Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BELGIUM. 


According to the New York “ Journal of Commerce ” of 15th ult., 
: La Compagnie Generale Miniére pour le 
: Developpement et |’Exploitation des Mines en 
Machinery, &c. Repaguo et l’Etranger is the title of a company 
which has just been formed in Brussels, with a capital of 1,250,000/. 
The company, as the name indicates, is to work mines in Spain 
and other foreign countries, and, according to the information 
from Brussels, will invest in mining machinery and equipment. 
Nearly two-thirds of the capital has been subscribed. 


The “ Engineering News” (New York) of 15th ult. states that a 
: scheme has been proposed to make Liége a 

ascxy win sal seaport. It is intended to build a canal 200 ft. 

Const nt ad wide and 23 ft. deep from Liége to Antwerp, 
n, 84 miles, and four large docks. There will be 


required 13 single and one double locks. At Liage there will be 
one dock, quays, sheds, cranes, railway lines, &c. The tugboats, 
the locks, bridges, elevators, &c., will be equipped with electricity, 
and the entire canal lighted at night. The excavation will cost 
about 3,400,000/., the Liége port 420,000/., the Hassalt, Herenthals 
and ag Docks, 160,000]. each, and the Diest section about 
880,0007. 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 28th ult. contains a notice calling for 
Sitinnt te tenders, to be presented within 30 days, for the 
Filtering Beds construction of a regulating filtering deposit for 
ring Sees. drinking-water in the Fort of Olivo, City of 
Tarragona, as well as for the pipe connections with the syphons 
which take the water to the town, and for the public hydrants. The 
upset price for the work is 62,950 pesetas, or about 1,884/. 15s., 
and a receipt for the provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of this sum 
has to accompany any tender. 
The “ Gazette” containing the above Notice, and which gives 
a full statement of the conditions of the contract as well as a 
detailed estimate of the work, may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


MEXICO. 


In the report of H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz recently received at the 
: , Foreign Office, it is stated that a regular 
pace talent monthly direct service from Vera Cruz to the 
batecen Vera Crés south of England, avoiding all quarantine ports, 
and English Ports provided the voyage did not exceed, say, 18 
days, would command the bulk of the passenger 

traffic from Mexico to Europe. 

Sufficient homeward freight could be easily collected at Vera 
Cruz for such monthly service, which would make European 
markets more accessible and supply a want to — 

The necessity for a direct service should induce steamship com- 
panies to take the matter seriously into consideration, to study the 
establishment of competent agencies in the country and the manner 
of collecting homeward freight, for which purpose it would probably 
be found advisable to have smal! craft on the coast as feeders to the 
ocean boats. 

The delay, expense, and annoyance caused to shipping from Vera 
Cruz calling at United States ports, through the stringent enforce- 
ment of quarantine laws, should induce shipowners to separate the 
Mexican trade from the cotton trade to Liverpool. 

As it is, during the quarantine season there is a United States 
quarantine officer stationed at Vera Cruz, who inspects all vessels 
bound to United States ports, and should a vessel lie alongside at 
Vera Cruz, take passengers from here, or engage any seamen, such 
action is made the cause of extra quarantine. This tends to cripple 
the port of Vera Cruz. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,539.) 
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In the Annual Statistical Volume recently issued by the Govern- 
ment of Queensland the following particulars of the industries of 
the Colony and the amount of the various products, both of raw 
material and manufactures, are given :— 

Beef and mutton, preserved and frozen, form the principal 
products of the Colony of Queensland, 125,000,000 lbs. of beef, and 
7,600,000 Ibs. of mutton having been produced i in 1899, as against 
90, 000, 000 Ibs. of beef, and 3, 300, 000 lbs. of mutton in 1898. The 
quantities of bacon, lard, tallow, and the by-products of slaughtered 
live-stock also show increases in 1899 as compared with 1898. 
Dairy products and sugar and rum are also important industries, 
and there are several manufactories of minor products such as arrow- 
root, soap, candles, jams, biscuits, &c., which may be said to be all 
in a flourishing condition. 

The following table gives the particulars of the output of the 
principal articles in the last three years :— 


| 
1897. | 1898. 1899. 
Live Stock 

Cattle... 259,363 326,484 386,466 
Hogs 76,719 85,510 101,704 

Meat Preserved, &c.— 
Beef, preserved ... ob «.. Lbs. | 35,038,000 | 25,182,000 | 47,223,000 
frozen i. wee | €2,764,000 | 64,677,000 | 78,174,000 
Mutton, preserved ... ... . | 1,971,000 967,000 | 2,616,000 
Bacon... =a 6,103,000 6,973,000 7,148,000 
Extract and essence of meat 
Lard 168,000 16,000 222,000 
Tallow... Tons 14,000 14,000 19,000 
By products of live stock slaughtered 
(manure, hides, hair, §c.) Value £ 331,000 332,000 527,000 
Dai 
Milk dealt with . os Gallons) 11,212,000 | 19,237,000 | 22,934,000 
Butter nf 5,686,000 6,437,000 8,463,000 
Cheese ,, 2,291,000 1,844,000 1,910,000 
Miscellaneous Products— 
Arrowroot produced _... 367,000 876,000 707,000 
Biscuits, cakes, &c. 1, 180, 000 1,805,000 2,180,000 
Jams soe ies 5,617,000 4,941,000 5,026,000 
Soap one ny aoe ... Cwts. 72,000 68,000 66,000 
Candles ... ae) 9,000 15,000 15,000 
Tobacco, manufactured 598,000 509,000 631,000 
Leather ‘made... Cwts 30,000 32,000 29,000 
Boots made 832,000 1,383,000 1, 154, 000 


In the following table figures are given relating to the sugar 
industry of the Colony of Queensland in the last three years, 
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showing the area of cane crushed and the amount of sugar and 
molasses produced. With regard to the quantity of molasses 
shown in the table—this is far short of the quantity produced, but 
may be taken as the quantity conserved and utilised; many mills 
allow this product to run to waste :— 


Sugar in Queensland. 


— 1897. 1898. 1899. 
+, Area of cane crushed ... ... Acres 65,000 82,000 79,000 
Sugar produced ... nes ... Tons 98,000 164,000 123,000 
Molasses ,, Gallons | 2,364,000 8,998,000 3,093,000 


Finally, the following table shows the production of alcoholic 
beverages (rum, brandy, wine, and beer) in the Colony for the 
same three years :— 


Production of Alcoholic Beverages in Queensland. 


1897, 1898, 1899. 


Gallons, Gallons. Gallons. 


Rum ... oe 101,763 131,156 142,608 


Beer... 5,340,000 | 5,326,000 | 5,422,194 


\ 
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The following particulars relating to the trade of Mauritius and 
Rodrigues are taken from a report received at the Colonial Office 
from the Government of that Colony. The tables which follow 
show the values of the imports and exports from the Colony in the 
past five years :— 


Imports into Mauritius and Rodrigues. 


ae 1895. 1896. 1897, 1898. 1899. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. 
Imports ... ---|20,125,402 |19,964,436 |17,944,886 (16,701,778 19,096,213 
Charges and exchange ...| 9,718,918 | 9,692,947 | 8,107,774 | 6,854,994 | 7,991,869 
Specie and bullion .-| 662,250 | 2,537,026 | 1,003,348 4,769,285 | 1,092,897 
Total ... ...|80,506,570 |82,194,409 |27,056,008 28,326,007 28,180,979 
| 


Exports from Mauritius and Rodrigues. 


— 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899, 


| 
| 


4 Rs 


Rs. .Rs. 
“Produce and manufacture|24,751,037 29,061,141 


of the Colony. 
Shipping charges 
British, foreign,ang other 


...| 1,732,987 | 2,055,839 


2,496,598 | 2,408,874 
| 


Rs. 
23,423,412 26,013,061 |24,440,609 


1,823,394 | 1,314,167 


2,461.332 | 2,940,568 


2,595,818 
304,420 


Colonial produce and 
manufacture. 
Specie and bullion 


| 
.| 2,548,679 | 428,760 | 2,945,869 | 1,598,640 40,314 


Total ... «..,31,529,801 33,949,614 30,654,007 31,866,436 [27,381,161 


With regard to certain of the imports into the Colony, the 
Acting-Governor of the Colony reports as follows :— 


Acid, Phosphoric—The enhanced prices of the article from the 
United Kingdom may, to a certain extent, be responsible for the 
decreasing importation of the British article. The effect of the 
cost price upon the importation appears when comparing the 
quantity received from the United Kingdom, which was 286,213 
kilos. in 1894, as compared with 118,177 in 1899. 

Belgium made its appearance on the market of 1899 with 
10,000 kilos., at a cost price of nearly 30°4 per cent. below 
English prices. 

Apothecary Wares.—In consequence of large demands and use of 
patent French medicines in the Colony, France shows a vast 
increase in the value of apothecary wares ever since 1895, when 
the imports reached Rs. 25,646. 

During 1899 the importation reached Rs. 81,285, exclusive of 
charges and exchange, as against Rs. 36,545, imported from the 
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United Kingdom in that year. In 1895 the importation from 
the United Kingdom was about 50 per cent. in excess of the 
value of French goods received in Mauritius, whilst in 1899 it is 
almost the reverse in favour of goods from France. 


Coals.—Coals do not offer any special point of interest, with the 
exception that the largest supplies are still derived from the 
United Kingdom. In 1899, 32,558,408 kilos. were imported from 
the United Kingdom, or 200 per cent. more than the aggregate 
quantity of 15,590,319 kilos. from other competitive countries, 
which stand in the following order for their supplies: Australia, 
India, Natal, China, France. 


Leather—Boots and Shoes.—Larger quantities of inferior and 
cheaper qualities for the poorer classes have been received from 
Continental India during 1899, thus competing with the United 
Kingdom. France stands, with regard to value, second in rank to 
India, the importation from France having been of Rs. 20,301 
worth in 1899, showing a decrease of nearly 30 per cent. when 
compared with the importation of 1898, which amounted to 
Rs. 27,299 worth. 

The importation from the United Kingdom is valued at Rs. 2,407, 
as against Rs. 7,281 for the previous year. 

The quality and make of the articles are not generally appreci- 
ated by the well-to-do classes of the inhabitants, who prefer the 
foreign article to the more substantial British boot. 
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The following tables show the imports into Russia, and the exports 
therefrom for the three years ended 31st December, 1899, and 
for the first six months of the current year. They are taken from 
the Russian monthly trade accounts and relate to the trade over 
the European frontier and the Black Sea frontier of the 
Caucasus, and give, besides the totals, the comparative figures for 
the United Kingdom and Germany, together with the relative 


percentage of total in each case :-— 
Imports into Russia. 


From all | From United) Percentage From Percentage 
countries. | Kingdom. of total. Germany. of total. 
Roubles. Roubles. Roubles. 
1897 ... -, 508,531,000 | 102,016,000 20°1 179,855,000 35-4 
1898... _...| 562,017,000 | 114,082,000 20°83 202,171,000 36-0 
1899... ---| 594,475,000 | 129,353,000 21°8 230,853,000 38°8 
1900 (Ist six) 280,468,000 | 61,331,000 21-9 107,144,000 38-2 
months). 
Exports from Russia. 
To all To United | Percentage To Percentage 
countries. | Kingdom. of total. Germany. of total. 
Roubles Roubles. Roubles. 
1897 ... .| 704,347,000 | 150,908,000 175,257,000 
1898... 708,899,000 | 139,906,000 19:7 179,436,000 25°3 
1899... 601,623,000 | 129,168,000 215 163,640,000 
1900 (ist six! 285,368,000 | 59,282,000 20°8 79,641,000 27°9 
months). 


NoTe.—Rouble = 2s, 14d. 


According to a recent report of H.M. Consul at St. Petersburg 
(No. 2,535, Foreign Office, Annual Series), the diminution of the 
value of exports in 1899 was almost entirely due to the bad 
harvests of preceding years, which placed Russia at a disadvantage 
in the grain markets of Europe. Besides grain there was also 
a diminution in the exportation of the following articles, as 
compared with 1898:—linseed, spirits distilled from grain and 
potatoes, cotton tissues, woollen tissues, flax and hemp tissues, 
meat and eggs. There was increased exportation of hemp seed, 
flax, hemp, manganese, oil, pitch and tar, mineral oil, naphtha, 
furs, raw hides and skins, oil-cake, butter and poultry. 

Referring to the excess of the imports in 1899 over those of 
the previous year, the Consul states that the greatest increase, as 
compared with 1898, has occurred under the heads of coal and 
machinery—to the extent of 98 per cent. in point of value 
as regards the former and 24 per cent. the latter. Larger 
quantities were also imported of dressed leather, cast-iron, 
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cotton yarn and tissues, metal goods, &c. The articles that were 
imported in diminished quantities were rice, raw iron and steel, 
cotton, wool, woollen and silk yarn. The importation of iron 
and steel, owing to increased home production, showed a 
diminution as compared also with the average for 1896-98 ; 
the first article to the extent of 11:5 per cent. in quantity and 
346 per cent. in value, and the second to that of 39 and 67 
per cent. in quantity and value respectively. 

At the risk of reiteration it may be again said that the 
increased importation of coals, machinery and many other of the 
articles above enumerated was not so much due to a generally 
increased demand for foreign products, as to the continued abnormal 
development of Russian Home industries, which demand for their 
establishment and maintenance certain products and appliances 
which are either not obtainable in Russia at all, or else only in 
deficient quantities. 

Trade with United Kingdom.— The decrease of the value of exports 
from Russia to the United Kingdom in 1899 was entirely under 
the head of breadstuffs, but raw and half-worked materials such as 
timber, hides, bristles, iron ore, mineral oil, and naphtha products 
were shipped to the United Kingdom in larger quantities as 
compared with 1898. 

As regards imports from the United Kingdom, larger quantities 
were imported of tea, spices, artificial manures, coal and coke, raw 
cast-iron, cotton, fire-proof bricks and tiles, cast-iron and iron and 
steel (all worked), wire, machinery and apparatus of iron and steel, 
iron vessels, and cotton and woollen tissues, though these to no great 
extent. At the same time a diminution in the importation of 
British goods took place chiefly under the heads of salted fish, 
tallow, seeds and plants, chemical products, dyes and colouring 
substances, raw steel, copper, lead, tin, jute, wool, raw and spun, 
agricultural machinery, and flax and hemp goods. 

Trade with Germany.—According to the Russian Customs 
returns for 1899, Germany exports in greater quantities to Russia 
than we do, raw hides and dressed leather, furs, chemical products, 
dyes and dye substances, raw iron, copper, lead in rolls, sheets, 
pipes and wire, zinc, raw silk and wool, woollen yarn, fancy leather 
goods, leather belting, joiner and carpenter wares, clay products, 
china and earthenware, glass ware, gold and silversmiths’ work, 
articles of copper and brass, cast-iron goods, articles of iron and 
steel, tin-plate goods, wire of all kinds, machines and apparatus 
of all kinds, and parts of machinery, locomotives, agricultural 
machinery, instruments and appliances (mathematical, physical, 
electric, &c.), watchmakers’ goods, musical instruments, vehicles 
and parts of same, paper goods, pictures and books, cotton, flax, 
silk and other goods, materials for writing, drawing, and 
painting, &c. 


i 
i 
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_ The following article relating to British trade with Switzerland 
is based on a report on the subject recently received at the Foreign 
Office from the British Commercial Agent at Berne :— 

The most striking feature which presents itself in a careful 
examination of the statistics is the one-sided character of the trade 
between Great Britain and Switzerland, for while the latter is year 
by year materially developing her markets, not only in Great 
Britain, but in British Colonies, the returns of British imports into 
Switzerland remain practically stationary. 

In 1899 the total value of Swiss exports to Great Britain 
amounted in round figures to 6,637,700/, while the total imports 
from Great Britain to Switzerland were only valued at 2,257,0001., 
the latter being therefore only 34 per cent. of the former. But this 
one-sided feature is especially noticeable in the case of manufactured 
goods. In 1899 Swiss exports of manufactured goods to Great 
Britain amounted in value to 5,900,000/., while the latter only 
exported manufactured goods to Switzerland to the value of 
1,655,0001., or 28 per cent. of the Swiss exports to Great Britain. 

The report contains tables of imports from all countries and 
from Great Britain in 1899, showing in detail articles under 
the several headings of wool and woollen goods, cotton and 
cotton goods, iron, iron and wire goods, leather and shoe 
goods, &c., with the weight or quantity and value of each and 
rate of duty. It should be pointed out that these values are not 
the values declared by importers, but have been fixed by a 
“ Valuation Commission” nominated by the Federal Customs 
Department, and include the freight and insurance charges as far 
as the Swiss frontier, but are exclusive of the import duty. 

The duties levied on goods imported into Switzerland—mainly 
on manufactured goods—no doubt form a certain obstacle to the 
importation of British goods, but the Swiss Customs tariff is mainly 
a fiscal one, this being the principal source from which the Federal 
Government derives its revenue, as there is no direct taxation for 
Federal purposes. The duties levied are also, all round, lower 
than those imposed by the principal Continental countries, and as 
Great Britain comes under the most-favoured-nation clause, 
British manufacturers, generally speaking, have not to pay any 
higher scale of duties than their foreign competitors for Swiss 
trade. 

The following table gives a summary of the Swiss imports from 
Great Britain in the year 1899 :— 


i 
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Swiss Imports from Great Britain. 
2 Description. : Net Na 
1898. 1899. {Increase | Decrease 
le in 1899, | in 1899. 
| £ £ £ £ 
1 | Wool and woollen goods ... 297,303 | 345,060 | 47,757 oa 
2 | Cotton and cotton 695,342 795,314 | 99,972 
3 | Silk and silk goods .. 27,982 34,257 6,275 — 
4 | Mineral produce 24,748 30,812 6,064 = 
5 | Iron, ironware, and wire goods 348,855 433,328 | 84,473 — 
6 | Copper and brass goods 12,329 16,888 4,559 — 
7 | Leather and shoe goods . 75,448 69,659 _ 5,789 
8 | Flax, hemp, jute, ramie, &c. 97,115 79,033 — 18,082 
9 | Alimentary products 38,249 49,856 | 11,607 _ 
10 | Ready made articles of clothing .. 32,050 35,894 3,844 _ 
11 | Druggists’ sundries and chemicals. 5,062 54,483 579 
12 | Machinery and vehicles 113,522 102,069 11,453 
13 | Gold, silver, plated goods, and 21,450 6,703 _ 14,747 
jewellery. 
14 | Aluminium, zinc, tin, and lead 18,877 26,919 8,042 _ 
goods 
15 | Pottery and china vagal ses See 18,059 18,123 64 a 
16A| Cattle eee 
16B| Animal products. | 82,188 44,781 648 
17 | Wood, wooden goods, furniture, | 6,315 5,709 —_ 606 
and brush goods. 
18 | Music, musical instruments, art 14,588 15,818 1,230 _ 
and literature ; scientific instru- 
ments, and electrical apparatus. 
19 | Paper and paper goods... 18,298 11,776 1,522 
20 | Manure, rags, and fodder ... 11 156 145 — 
21 | Colouring materials 17,011 | 4,541 _ 
22 | India-rubber and gutta-percha 29,260 28,398 _ 862 
Ss. 
23 | Glassware 966 1,163 197 
24 | Agricultural products a 4,434 2,576 a 1,858 
25 | Oils, soaps, and fats 29,906 12,876 — 17,030 
26 | Watches and clocks, and ‘parts of 2,230 2,042 — 188 
same. 
27 | Writing and drawing materials, 16,349 16,555 206 — 
toys, straw, lamps, hardware. | 
Total ... oes eo! 2,038 351 | 2 2,257,259 | 291,624 72,716 
Actual increase of British imports — | _ 218,908 
into Switzerland in 1899. | 


The following table gives comparative figures for three years of 


the Swiss imports from principal countries :— 


‘ 
. 
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Swiss Imports during the Years 1897-99. 


Value. 
1897. 1898. 1899. 
£ 

Total Swiss imports be ...| 41,248,782 42,612,208 46,503,793 
Principal im) ort; from— 

2. France .. 7,696,653 8,157,270 8,568,285 

8. Italy... .--| 5,993,626 6,232,491 7,653,772 

4, United States . 2,067,511 2,922,707 2,473,464 

5. Austria-Hungary 2,673,936 2,648,775 3,064,030 

6. Russia ... 2,676,609 2,443,946 2,284,894 

7. Great Britain . 2,161,746 2,038,351 2,257,259 


The importance of the trade between Switzerland and Germany and 
France is due, not only to the propinquity of these countries, but also 
to the fact that Switzerland is annually visited by a large number of 
commercial travellers. In 1899 no less than 3,828 commercial 
travellers, representing German firms, obtained the necessary 
permit from the Federal authorities to travel in Switzerland, while 
French manufacturers sent 1,176 travellers, making a total of 
5,000 commercial representatives from these two countries alone. 

The Custom House returns reveal an interesting fact, showing 
the attention which German manufacturers devote to cultivating 
their trade with Switzerland, namely, that in 1899 the samples 
brought into Switzerland by German commercial travellers weighed 
211 tons, while British samples only amounted to 35 cwts. 

Many of these travellers visit Switzerland three or four times a 
year, but they do not limit themselves to these periodical visits ; 
they find out the special requirements of their customers, and take 
home reports on the classes of goods which are in demand in each 
part of Switzerland. British traders, on the other hand, contented 
themselves with sending 28 travellers to Switzerland (against 49 
in 1898), and so long as they do not attempt to make their goods 
known, their trade with that country is likely to remain in statu quo. 

Many British manufacturers, however, state that they have met 
with little success in sending travellers, and ultimately discontinued 
doing so, finding it an unprofitable experiment. This somewhat 
complicated question has been fully dealt with in the report of 1899 
(No. 509, Miscellaneous Series), to which reference is made. 

Besides sending commercial travellers, there is, however, 
another way of opening up trade with Switzerland, namely, 
through the local business agents. An agent of Swiss nationality 
knows how to approach his fellow countrymen, and if he is 
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supplied with price lists in German or French, and in foreign 
currency, he will have a better chance of doing business than 
an English traveller who is ignorant of the language. One of 
the principal agents in Switzerland recently admitted to the 
British Commercial Agent that the Swiss representatives were 
glad to take up agencies of good British firms, as experience had 
shown them that the agency was not taken away from them as soon 
as they had worked up a good business connection, in order that 
it might be worked direct, and thus save expense. 

Some service can undoubtedly be rendered in this respect to 
traders at home by the commercial agents recently appointed by 
the Foreign Office, as, living in the countries to which they are 
assigned, they come in touch with those men who are most suitable 
to act as representatives of British firms. 

Any firm of manufacturers or traders at home desirous of opening 
up business through local agents could send their conditions of 
agency, as well as samples, to the British Commercial Agent in 
Ziirich, who would then endeavour to find and suggest a suitable 
local representative for them. The firm could, in case of need, 
make their own enquiries through their bankers, or‘other convenient 
channel, as to the financial status of the suggested representative, 
and if desired thereafter, the British Commercial Agent could 
open preliminary negotiations with him on behalf of the 
firm, without, of course, accepting any responsibility for selec- 
tion of the agents in question or otherwise. This service would 
come under the category of inquiries involving reports as to 
individuals, for which the fees vary from 11. 1s. to 51. 5s., according 
to the extent of the inquiry. The British Commercial Agent for 
Switzerland could also arrange for the translation of price lists or 
catalogues by capable persons, under his direct supervision, on 
behalf of British firms who are desirous of increasing their Conti- 
nental trade. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 542.) 
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The following particulars relating to the American Shipping 
Industry, taken from the report of the United States Commissioner 
of Navigation, have been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Bureau of Statistics at Washington :— 

For the first time since the civil war the registered tonnage of 
the United States exceeds 5,000,000 gross tons. On 30th June, 
1900, American tonnage comprised 23,333 vessels of 5,164,839 
gross tons, an increase of 300,000 tons over the previous fiscal year. 
The maximum of American tonnage was 5,539,813 tons in 1861, 
a tonnage which was then larger than that of Great Britain, and 
nearly equalled that of the British Empire. 

American vessels are almost wholly confined to the coasting 
trade, which employed last year 4,338,145 tons, or more than the 
total tonnage of Germany and France. The tonnage in the foreign 
trade was only 816,795 tons, and carried last year only 9 per 
cent. of American exports and imports. A century ago American 
shipping registered for foreign trade was 669,921 tons, while this 
‘tonnage now in the 13 original States amounts to 482 907 tons. 

For serious competition with foreign nations in the ocean- 
carrying trade the United States is practically restricted to 97 
registered steamships over 1,000 tons, aggregating 260,325 tons. 
Besides these steamships there are 125 registered square-rigged 
sail vessels, over 1,000 tons each, for the deep-sea trade. More 
than half of these are over 20 years old, and as such vessels 
disappear their places are not supplied by new construction. 

The tonnage of American shipping is distributed thus: between 
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, 2,727,892 gross tons; Great Lakes, 
1,565,587 tons; Pacific Coast, including Hawaii, 612,904 tons; 
Mississippi and tributary ‘rivers, 258,456 tons. Steam vessels 
amount to 2,657,797 tons; canal boats and barges to 622,000 
tons ; and the remainder, 1,884,842 tons, are sailing vessels and 
schooner barges. 

The increase in shipping during the decade was 740,342 tons, 
of which 902,523 tons stand to the credit of the Great Lakes. 
The increase in 10 years on the Pacific has been 184,512 tons, 
due mainly to Alaskan and Hawaiian trade, and on the Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts only 89,297 tons, while the tonnage on the 
Mississippi and tributaries has decreased 36,000 tons. 

On 15th August, 1900, 68 merchant steel steam vessels aggre- 
gating 278,000 tons, and 47 naval vessels 113,000 tons (displace- 
ment) were building or contracted for. Contracts since that date 
(some since the Presidential election are not included in the report) 
bring the merchant total up to 350,000 tons, including about 
100,000 tons on the Lakes. Congress has authorised 179,800 tons 
(displacement) of naval vessels, not yet contracted for. Part of 
the merchant construction will not be completed in two years or 
more, but the current year will record much the largest amount 
of steel shipbuilding in our history. 


I 
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The coasting law and its recent extensions, the heavy expendi- 
ture for naval construction, and the building of vessels to replace 
those bought for transports and the postal subsidy law have given 
steel shipbuilding its recent stimulus. In the United States the 
following conditions have now been established, viz., abundance of 
capital, cheap materials, practical experience, constructive talent 
and skilled labour, which, if brought together by a demand for 
American vessels, created by legislation, guarantee the country’s 
future as a maritime commercial power. 

The United States Commissioner of Navigation reviews in some 
detail the bills reported to the Senate and House of Representatives, 
known as the subsidy bills, with illustrations of the difference in 
the cost of building and running American and British steamships 
at the present time. It is shown that the subsidies proposed 
generally equalise those differences. 

The Act restricting trade between the United States and Hawaii 
to American vessels is important in developing American shipping 
interests in the Pacific. 

For an article relating to vessels built and registered in the 
United States in the fiscal year ended 30th June last, see p. 715. 
of “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 20th September last. 
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TRADE’ AND INDUSTRY OF VERA CRUZ. 


In a report recently received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Vera Cruz, it is stated that there has been a steady 
influx of foreign capital, railway construction progresses, means of 
communication are improving, and the reforms in the telegraph 
and postal services are especially beneficial to commerce. 

The trade returns for the years 1898-99 have continued to show 
a growing increase, and this prosperity continued during the early 
part of 1900, but lately a reaction seems to have set in—a reaction 
natural to a change in those circumstances that affect commerce 
throughout the world. 

It is not the intention in this report to enter on a discussion of 
the silver question, but it is evident that Mexico being a silver 
country, producing and exporting largely that metal, her commerce 
has lately received a severe shock from the recent rise in the value 
of silver, and this, together with the rise in the price of fuel and 
raw material, the scarcity of money and an over-stocked market, 
seriously affects the commerce of the country. 

The Custom house returns for the year 1899-1900 are not yet 
published, but they will probably show an increase, as it will be 
the returns since the termination of that financial year which will 
suffer from the causes referred to. 

Exchange has touched 253d. to the dollar, and business through- 
out Mexico is seriously affected. The outlook is not hopeful, and 
failures will be likely to result should exchange still rise and these 
conditions continue for any length of time. 

Large stocks are on hand of goods imported at a higher value 
than they represent at present, and the rise in silver means a 
corresponding fall in the quantity, and therefore in the total value 
of exports. 

Want of confidence has caused banks to raise interest to 11 per 
cent. and investments generally have fallen in value. 

Although the rise in silver is to the advantage of importations, 
the general rise through other causes in the price of coal, iron, 
cotton, and raw material has seriously affected industries. 

Orizaba, in the State of Vera Cruz, is one of the principal 
centres of the cotton industry, and the cotton factories of the 
country, that owe their existence to protection, have ceased to 
produce, and are left with large stocks on hand. 

This strain on the commerce of the country will no doubt be 
weathered by all business houses established on a solid basis, 
but there are firms and companies based on credit, or the shuffling 
of capital, which are certainly not in a position to withstand this 
pressure for long. 


Ports and Routes.—The expense and delay experienced by the 
Vera Cruz route in the transit of through freight from Europe to 


Mexico City, in consequence of defects that should have long since 
been remedied, have caused its diversion to the New Orleans or 
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Galveston route and there are indications that the amount of this 
diverted freight is on the increase. 

A cursory review of the condition of Vera Cruz is necessary 
in order to understand this state of affairs. 

The improvements of the port are so far advanced that by next 
March it is expected that the harbour works proper will be finished, 
after which there will still remain considerable construction and 
building operations to be done, besides the drainage works, which 
will occupy at least another year. 

The improvements when finished will make Vera Cruz a 
first-class harbour with an area of nearly 500 acres, but these 


improvements will be of little value whilst the trade of the port 
continues to be obstructed by the present system of Customs rules and 
regulations that have sofar hampered the foreign trade of the country. 
Through the operation of antiquated and cumbersome Customs 
laws, the apathy of the railway companies and steamship lines, and 
a general lack of enterprise and energy, such new shipping 
facilities as have already become attainable have not been used to 
the best advantage. 

The following facts and tables, given in the report, are 
instructive :— 

Freight on certain Goods in Transit to Mexico City. 
From Liverpool. 


8 § 8 ¢ 2 

Sea Rates to Vera * ASSES 

Sg 
Weight Weight Soke 

'@ 

£8. d. &s d. & d. 

Dry goods ae Oe M 1 2 0 M 011 0 3 310 

Jute bagging ...|0 19 3 Ww 010 0 w 09 8 214 0 

Raw wool A019 8 M 015 0 Ww 1 3 6 3 3 10 

Iron, bar, plate019 3 Ww 010 0 Ww 09 8 214 0 
galvanised. 

Iron, structural...;0 19 3 010 0 WwW 09 3 
» cottonties...,0 19 3 Ww 0 7 6 WwW 9 214 0 
tubes 1/019 8 012 6 Ww 06 9 20 4 

Machinery Worm /|012 6| 20,4 

Mining shoes and}0 19 3 Ww 012 6 Ww 069 3 310 
dies. 

Bedsteads |019 8 M 015 0 M 0 8 6 214 0 

Glassware 1019 3 M 015 0 M 012 9 415 9 

Earthenware i019 8 M 018 8 Ww 119 0 3 310 

Cement ... Oo 7 07 6 113 2 

Soda, caustic, andj0 19 3! Ww /010 0| 09 8 214 0 
hyposulphate. 

Soda ash (019 8 Ww 010 0 Ww 09 8 214 0 

Provisions 019 8 M 015 0 M 0 6 6 3 310 

Bottled beer 19 3 M o © M 14 6 3 0 6 

Aérated waters ...}0 19 3 M o 7 © M 146 3.0 6 
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‘The distances by rail to Mexico City are :— 


From. Distance. 
Miles. 
New Orleans, vid Laredo 1,565 
Tampico, per Central... seo bea 
Vera Cruz, per Interoceanic ... ose 342 
Vera Cruz, per Mexican ... ove coe ove eee oss 264 


The amount of through freight that last year was diverted from 
Vera Cruz to the New Orleans or Galveston route has this year 
been doubled or trebled, and unless some remedy is applied this 
loss of freight will continue to increase. 

In Tampico the railways represent American interests and 
matters seem to be better managed there, for both vessels and 
freight are despatched more expeditiously. 

The epidemic of 1899, and the continued unhealthy condition of 
Vera Cruz, has caused the United States to stringently enforce 
quarantine laws against this port, which has acted to the advantage 
of Tampico, for, with few exceptions, homeward-bound shipping 
from these ports call at United States Gulf ports to load, and there 
being no direct service with the United Kingdom, outward freight 
for Europe is carried to the United States for transhipment. 


Facilities for Discharging Coal at Tampico—In connection with 
the Munson Steamship Line which plies between the United States 
ports of Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Norfolk, and the Mexican 
ports of Vera Cruz and Tampico, the International Coal Company of 
Vera Cruz has established a coal discharging plant in that harbour. 
This plant consists of four steam hopper barges, capable of 
storing some 300 tons each, and fitted with a contrivance of self- 
filling buckets running on wires and worked by steam power, by 
which means coal is automatically taken from the hold of a ship, 
run the length of the barge on an elevated wire way and discharged 
into railway cars through shoots. This contrivance, which is an 
American patent, similar to that in use at the port of Boston, should 
discharge 160 tons per hour or 1,600 tons per day of 10 hours. 
The owners assert that this plant has given good results in Vera 
Cruz, and that they have discharged as much as 1,000 tons per day. 
It is intended with these facilities to keep a supply on hand for 
the purpose of coaling vessels. At present only about 300 tons 
are generally available for this object, the present rates charged 
being 16 dols. (say 32s.) per ton, free on board, without trimming. 
This coal is American, and the tons referred to are of 1,000 kilos. 


Labour.—It is a fallacy that native labour is cheap. Wages are 
paid in silver, and at a low rate, but the results of native labour 
are dear at the price. 
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The labour question in Mexico becomes more and more acute 
as development advances. Greater demand has raised wages, but 
the scarcity of labour to be obtained hampers and restricts pro- 
duction and construction. Naturally the scarcity of labour is felt 
more in some localities than in others, and the lack of labour in 
the tropical coast lands of Vera Cruz is particularly acute. 

A few Chinese and others have been imported, but the means in 
vogue by which native labour is controlled are not applicable to 
foreign labour. There are certain drawbacks to the importation of 
any considerable amount of labour that require consideration. 
There is no legal redress for breach of contract, nor means of 
enforcing the fulfilment of contracts. Employers are at the caprice 
of labour, in obtaining which they have had to incur heavy 
expenses, and there is insufficient guarantee for the labourer 
against arbitrary action on the part of the employer. 

Skilled labour is scarce, but it is not advisable for intending 
immigrants of this class to take passage until assured of employ- 
ment by some trustworthy employer. (Foreign Office, Annyal 
Series, 2,539.) 


| 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce ” for the 23rd October last 
contains the following list of Decisions affecting 

Customs Decisions. the classification of articles under the Tariff 
of Western Australia, which has been issued 

by the Collector of Customs by order of the Colonial Treasurer :— 


Article. Unit. Rate. 

Agricultural viz., ploughs, harrows, cultivators,| — Free. 
scarifiers, drills—as implements. 

Agricultural machinery, viz., reapers and binders, winnow-| ad ral. ari: 


“ers, strippers. threshing machines, and mowing machines—| 
as machinery. 


Art serge, in the piece—as woollen piece goods 
Asbestos covering composition .. Free. 
Bacon (sliced, in tins)—as bacon on 2d. 
Balls, india-rubber, hollow—toys ...| ad val. 20%, 
Bark, for tanning—as tanning materials... Free. 
Barley, torrified—as malt bushel. 3s. Od. 
Basin, soap-dish, pitcher, towel-rail, ‘and stand, enamelled! ad al. 10 °/, 
throughout—as enamelled ware. | 
Beer engines ons ose eos 
Benzole, in bulk ... coe Free. 
» bottles ad val 16 
Bicycle canvas, width about 9 in., in rolls—as canvas oe a ms 
Bicycle accessories—to include toe, trousers, and pump clips, 
lamps, bells, inflators, wrenches, oil cans. 
Blocks, large iron, to lift 3, 5, and 7 tons—as = os. Pa a 
Boiler fluid (solid) 15 ,, 
Boot lining, in the piece—as grindery Free. 


Branding hammers, for timber—as tools... 
Brass rod (solid and in the rough)—as metals, not other-| — 

wise enumerated. 
Brass, cut in strips—as metals, not otherwise enumerated... — 


Brass knobs, rings, balls, &c., for bedsteads—as parts of ad val. 5 4, 
Braziers, large copper, worked with kerosene 
Buckwheat flour—as flour ne £110 
Buckets with enamelled tips... ad val. 15 
Qalico flour bags (50 lb.), printed Free. 
Carbolic acid crystals (in bottles) irik | as val. 15 % 
Cardboard, including paste and pulp boards .. — 10 ,, 
Carriage lamp springs—as parts of lamps_... 10 ,, 
Cases, containing preserved milk (7d. each only to be! _ — 
allowed for cases when charged). _| 
Catgut—as druggists’ sundries .. ae ad val. 15 J, 
Charts, temperature—as druggists’ sundries .. 15 ,, 
Chain, for agricultural parts of the same 10 ,, 
Chewing gum ” 15 ,, 
Chloride of lime, for mining purposes and imported in bulk} — Free. 
—as disinfectant. 
Cigar boxes, not made up—as timber in short lengths for; — Free. 


case-making. 
Coach oil—as grease... ae ad val. 15%, 


| 
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Article. Unit. Rate. | 
Coat linings of flax—as flax in the piece... oe ad val, 
Cocoa, Vi-, Dr. Tibbles—as cocoa Fre 
Coffee mills ie ost «| ad ral. 5 Fo 
Concentrated vinegar—as vinegar gall. 6d. 
Corks, india-rubber ad val. 15 
Corrugated iron, painted, not galvanised 
Cupel moulders—as machinery... ” 
Cylinders, buffers (india-rabber)—as parts of machinery 30's 
Drawing paper, in‘theroll 9 15 ,, 
Eyes, artificial... ,, 
> 4) Felt paper, for laying under carpets—as paper in the flat...) — Free 
Filter paper—as filter cloth ... adval.| 10%, 

» press, sheet rubber—as parts of machinery 
Fire hydrants, plugs, &c. —except for fire brigades 
Fitting tools (Lamont's)—as bottling plant .. 
Fusible plugs—as parts of machinery 
Gasket, Italian—as engine packing ... Free 
Glass shelves—as glassware... ...| ad val. 15%, 

Hair brushes, silver-mounted ... ons ‘ad 
Ham and veal pités—as meat pies... 
Hose, marline—for rock drills, when complete with drills 

Iron staircase (spiral) ... 15 ,, 

» painted, corrugated—not galv anised ose 
Keisseisghur—as asbestos ove ove Free 
Kinetoscope—as stereoscopes ... ...| ad val. 20 °/, 
Kola nut tonic-——if non-spirituous ... ad val. 15 Yo, 
Laths for making Venetian blinds... 185, 
Malt shovels (wooden)—as tools Free 

Mangling machines __... ad val. 5%, 

Mattress wire... ove eve ats Free 

Oil, in small tins or bottles... .-.| ad val, | 
Packing—hemp—as engine packing ... Son Free 

india-rubber, round . 

Paper, carbon, manifolding, oiled, and drying, demy ines | 

»  typewriting, stencil ad val, 15 

», blotting, in flat only, for manufacturing re: _ ” 

» surface and flint,inthe flat .. 

Pea soup SAUSAZC—SOUP ad val, 15%, 
» Tefuse—as pig’s food 

Pepper, packed in small bottles or other vessels with per- ss ee 
forated tops—as oilmen’s stores. 

Phenozone—as drugs 

Picture frames, containing photographs or plates for adver- 

Platinum, wire and foil ... ase Free. 
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Article. Unit. Rate. 
Pomril, apple juice, non-spirituous 15),, 
Popcorn—as fancy confectionery ove 20.., 
Potash, permanganate of—as disinfectant... Free. 
Printers’ friend, material for cleaning type ... a: = “ 
Propellers, for steamboats and launches—as parts of 
machinery @d val. 10%, 
Prussiate of potash—as drugs . we 15.,, 
Push cars, for railways ... ad val, 15%, 
Quinguina-Dubonnat—as wine.. gall. 6s. 6d. 
ety hooks—as parts of machinery .. os ae, 10%, 
Scent bottles, silver mounted—as glassware . 
Seeds for grazing and for gardens (except those scheduled as} — Free. 
dutiable) 
Seeds—dutiable— 
Beet (sugar), broom, millett, cabbage (cattle), cattle 
melon, chicory, field carrots, field parsnips, lentils, 
lupins, mangel wurzel, pie melon, pumpkin (cattle), 
rye corn, sorghum, sunflower, swede teosinte,, 
tobacco, white mustard .. see | | ad val. 15°, 
Sewing machine needles—as parts of machines was 
Shafting, turned steel—as parts of oe | 10 ,, 
Shelves, glass—as glassware... 15-,, 
Sleepers, railway ” 15 ,, 
Slime and smelting ‘materials... Free 
Soap, stone composition (syn. paint) . “ee me “| ad val. 10%, 
Socking, purple and black—as grindery — if... Bree 
Spectacles, gold frames, with or without gas 
opticians’ goods val, 10 %, 
Springs, for carriage lamps—as. parts of do. . 10 ,, 
Stamps, india-rubber_.... 20 ., 
Stamper shoes—as parts of machinery 10 ,, 
Steam traps— ons 10 ,, 
Steel wire, for bookbinders—as ‘materia Free 
Sweeps’ machines... 5-55 
Telephone cord, for telephonettes—as_ telephone material .. = Free 
Tins, empty ad val. 20%, 
packed with tea, except 1b. Ib. and 2ibs, 15 ,, 
Tooth paste—as draggists’ sundries... 16 ,, 
Turntables, for railways—as is 5 55 
Tyring plates... ob ae oid 15 ,, 
Velocipedes and push cars, for railways 
Vibrona and vibrona port, as still wine soe bee ...| gallon 6s. 6d. 
Vinegar, concentrated—as vinegar... 6d. 
Wardian cases, packed with woodenware ad val, 15%, 
Washing machines sity 5 yy 
Whipcord (silk)—as drapery... 15 ,, 
Winches, crab—as machinery ... ad val 5°, 
Wine, quinine—as still wine 6s. 6d. 
Wire, for mattress making vos Free. 
Wringing machines... 5%, 
Zinc discs, for cutting into zine shavings Free. 


> 
iy 
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GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Ciiatene translations of certain Orders, recently issued by 
Sasiitene the Hamburg Customs Authorities, concerning 

: the classification for tariff purposes of various 
articles imported into the German Customs Union. The following 
is the substance of these Orders :— 

Ribbons of Silk or partly of Silk.—The Conventional tariff rates 
for open-web ribbons composed entirely or partly of silk (excepting 
in combination with metal threads), mentioned under No. 30 e. 
of the German Customs Tariff, are to be applied not only to such 
ribbons as are throughout of open web, or as are, in addition, pro- 
vided with firmer and close edges, but also to ribbons of partly 
open and partly close web, or which have only open web edges. 
These duties are, for ribbons entirely of silk, 800 marks per 100 
kilogs. (3s. 74d. per lb.); and for ribbons partly of silk, 450 
marks per 100 kilogs. (2s. 04d. per Ib.). 

Cigar Cases made of thin Cardboard, the cardboard having 
received the appearance and strength of leather by the application 
of dye, varnish, preparations of oil, &c., &c., to such an extent 
that it may be used as a substitute for leather, are to be classed as 
“ Articles of imitation dyed leather,” and subjected to duty under 
No. 21 d. of the Customs Tariff at the Conventional rate of 65 
marks per 100 kilogs. (11. 13s. Od. per cwt.). 

Coloured Cellulose Paper.—Cellulose paper, coloured in bulk, to 
which a dull glossy black colour has been given by means of paint 
and varnish, and an appearance of leather has been imparted by 
impression with rollers (so-called “ Kytogen ” imitation), and 
which offers as much, if not more, resistance to tearing than 
leather, and is therefore quite as strong and tough as the card- 
board used in making the cigar-cases mentioned above, is to pay 
duty as “ coloured imitation leather ” under No. 21 b of the Tariff 
at the rate of 36 marks per 100 kilogs. (18s. 4d. per ewt.). 

Wooden Articles rubbed with Wazx.—Rough, unfinished, and 
uncoloured tool-handles of hickory wood, which have received a 
dull-shining smooth surface by being rubbed with wax, or with 
some substance resembling wax, are not to be considered as 
“polished,” but are dutiable as rough wooden goods under No. 
13 d of the Customs Tariff at the rate of 3 marks per 100 kilogs. 
(1s. 64d. per cwt.), gross weight. 

Blocks of Wood which, after being planed, have been made rough 
again by means of some dented tool, with a view of escaping duty 
as “planed wood,” but which still bear evident marks of 
having been planed, are to be charged duty as “planed wood” 
under No. 13d of the Customs Tariff at the rate of 3 marks yer 
100 kilogs. (1s. 6}d. per cwt.). 


| 
| 
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COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a translation of a Costa Rican Decree, dated the 
2nd ult., providing that, for two years from 
that date, iron posts, frames and perforated 


Exemption from 
Import Duty and 


ba of iron for the construction of houses; bricks, 
Mate oad _ Roman cement, earthenware pipes for drains, 
in City of Limon. lime and ruberoid roofing; and timber in 


planks, beams, joists, posts and laths, for use 
exclusively in the City of Limon, may be imported into the 
Republic free of all import duty and wharfage. 


ECUADOR. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at page 197 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 25th October 


os: agua last, relative to the increase of import and 

i ae export duties in Ecuador, the Board of Trade 

sins have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
es, &c. 


a translation of the Decree imposing the duties 
in question, dated the 30th September, 1900. 

The Decree provides that the following duties shall be levied and 
applied to the purchase of war materials, the fortification of the 
coasts and territorial frontiers, and other military expenses :— 

1. A charge of 50 per cent. additional on all export duties, 
except the duty on ivory nuts. 

2. A charge of 23 per cent. additional on all import duties. 

3. A charge of 100 per cent. additional on the duties for ware- 
housing and distribution (movilizucion) of cargo. 

4, An export duty of one sucre per 100 lbs. of exported sugar. 

The Executive is authorised to reduce by 20 per cent. the import 
duties leviable on articles of absolute necessity, The new and 
increased duties are to be levied in all the Custom Houses of the 
Republic for a period of three years. 

A further Decree, dated the 24th October, 1900, provides that 
coffee and straw for hats shall be exempted from the operation of 
the additional 50 per cent. export duty, and also enacts that the 
duties imposed by the Decree of the 30th September were to come 
into force on the 15th ult. 


VENEZUELA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 296-7 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 8th ult., 

i gto relative to a Venezuelan Decree imposing, 
— among other taxes, a duty of 50 bolivars per 


kilogramme on unwrought gold exported from Venezuela, the 
Board of Trade have now received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that in a later edition of the Decree 
the amount of the said duty has been corrected to 100 bolivars per 
kilogramme. 
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CANADA. 


The United States Commercial Agent at Stanbridge (Canada) in a 
New Railroad report dated 26th October last, writes as fol- 
Seta ts, lows :—“ I have to report the leasing and recon- 
Sedan Gees struction of a railroad in my consular district. 
and Vermont, The old road, owing to its inability to meet 

liabilities, was closed to traffic 14 or 15 years 
ago. The ties have decayed, and in many places the culverts 
have caved in ; but in general the roadbed is still in a fair condition. 

The Central Vermont Railroad (an American company) has leased 

this road for a term of 99 years, and has already commenced the 

work of reconstruction. New ties have been bought, and steel 
rails will replace those which have become useless. 

“This road will open up a new agricultural section of Quebec, 
and, will, in a measure, increase the trade between this district and 
the United States. It extends from St. Lambert, near the end of 
the Victoria Bridge, opposite Montreal, via Chambly (this section 
is now built and in operation) to I'relighsburg and the Vermont 
line, a distance of 53 miles; from this point it extends to Sheldon 
Junction, a distance of 9 miles, where it connects with the Central 
Vermont Railroad, leading to St. Albans, a distance of 9 miles, 
and also with the Boston and Maine, running south to Cambridge 
Junction, and thence to Essex Junction and Burlington, Vt. From 
Cambridge Junction, the same line runs eastward to St. Johns- 
bury, connecting with the direct line of the Boston and Maine for 
Boston and all points south and west. The part of the road which 
is now being built is from Farnham to Sheldon Junction, Vt., a 
distance of about 25 miles. This road will, in a measure, injure 
the local traffic on the Canadian Pacific road from Farnham to 
Stanbridge, for the reason that freight will now be carried direct to 
places on the new road, instead of being delivered to Bedford for 
re-transportation by teams.” . 


NETHERLANDS. 


With reference to the notice on p. 456 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 3lst May last, a despatch dated 

14th ult. has been at the Office 
Sientuaiten of from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
the Rhine copies and translations of two Decrees of 

. 4th September, 1899, and 3rd September, 1900, 

amending the police regulations for the navigation of vessels and 
rafts on the Rhine, including the Waal and the Lek. The trans- 
lation of the Decrees in question may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
| 
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FRANCE. 


‘The French “ Journal Officiel” of 23rd ult. publishes a Presidential 
Decree modifying the pilotage dues at the 

ports of Isigny and Carentan. 
The following table shows the new Tariff of 


* em dues for trading vessels at these two ports :— 


Isigny. Carentan. 
Regi:tered Tonnage. Vessels and Vessels and 
Foreign Foreign 
Vessels on = ree “ © |! Vessels on not on the 
the French | the French 
Registry. Registry. 
Franc3 Frs. C. || ‘Frances. Frs. C 
Frm 20 to 30 tons... ... 9 12 00 =| 10 13 33 
13 17 83 14 18 67 
16 21 33 17 22 67 
19 25 33 20 26 67 
22 29 33 23 30 67 
25 33 33 26 84 67 
23 37 33 38 67 
201. 5, 55 41 33 32 42 67 
» 121,140 _,, 35 46 67 | 36 48 67 
40 58 33 41 54 67 
45 60 00 | 46 61 33 
50 66 67 | 51 68 00 
Over 200 tons ... ... jrd more ||Ofr.28¢.per| 4rd more 
ton above (than thedue tonabove | than the due 
20) tons. on French | 200 tons. on French 
vessels, vessels, 


Note.—Franc = 
A despatch, dated 28th ult., has been received at the Foreign Office 


son of Consul-General at Havre reporting 
ne hs that the direct service of steamers between France 
6 and. Cauada (“ Ligne Franco-Canadienne ”) has 
rd been suspended for the winter months. The 
steamship “ Ovidia” left Montreal for Havre on the 22nd ult. with 
the last cargo from Canada for the present season. 


FRENCH GUIANA. 


According to the “Journal des Transports” of 25th ult., a 
ministerial despatch of 26th September, 1894, 

Coasting Trade. interpreted the Decree of 9th July, 1869, as 
authorising foreign vessels to trade between the 


different ports of the Colony of French Guiana. The Consultative 
Committee for the Colonies, however, having been appealed to by 
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the shipowners of French Guiana on this question, have now decided 
in the negative, and circulated the following notice :— 

“1, Local coasting trade, i.e., from one port to another in French 
Guiana, is reserved for the French flag. 

“2. There is, however, nothing to prevent foreign vessels 
loading at a port in French Guiana goods destined for a port on 
the coast not declared French.” 


MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Bombay Gazette” says that the coal crisis in England 
Bomba. ‘has given a great stimulus to the Indian coal 
Coal T / trade. The scarcity of coal in England natur- 
¢ ally caused a falling-off in the imports into the 
Bombay market. In 1897 the amount reported as imported 
was 116,000 tons, in 1898 it was 190,000, and in 1899 it 
was 300,000 tons; while for the six months ending 30th June 
last only 40,000 tons were imported, as compared with 237,000 
tons during the same period in the previous year. On the 
other hand, the tonnage of Bengal coal shipped from Calcutta in 
1897 was 1,594,000, in 1898 it was 1,719,000, in 1899 it was 
1,667,000, and for the six months ending June last J,050,000 tons. 
It is computed that at the end of the year the coal sent from 
Calcutta by sea will total 2,500,000 tons. There has been a huge 
demand for Bengal coal for the transport ships which have been 
leaving Bombay regularly for nearly a year, but against this 
unusual demand must be placed the stoppage of many-mills and 
the short working of others. 


SIKKIM. 


A report has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
New Finds of Foreign Office, on the administration of Sikkim 
honeen fine in the year 1899-1900. The Political Officer in 
Ppe ‘ this report refers as follows to some new finds 

of copper ore discovered during the year :— 
“This year several new finds of copper ore have been discovered, 


viz. at Rhenok up the Rishi river, below Rinchenpong, and at 
Bodang Khani. 


\ 

| 
| 
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“A sample of ore from the latter place gives the following 
analysis :-— 


Composition. 
Iron ... 27°00 Nickel ba “70 
-Copper.... BS Alumina ... 
Tin, one 35 Sulphur... 
Lead Silicious matter ... 38°02 
Arsenic... "24 Water 25 
Zinc 2°40 
“This ore on being assayed was found to contain :— 
Oz. Dwts. Grs. 
Silver sae jes ane 1 19 20 per ton. 
Gold ... sn fo Heavy trace. 


“‘T have personally been over the locality and find that the ore 
is distributed all over a hill extending to over a quarter of a mile 
square, and there appears to be a great quantity of ore. I think 
that this ore might be worked with advantage, but am not 
sufficiently acquainted with mining matters to know if the different 
metals can be separated at a profit or not. Water-power, with 
a little expenditure, is available, and I am making enquiries as to 
the method of extracting the different metals. 

“ A large deposit of lime has also been found in the Rishi valley 
below Rinchenpong. Coal was also found below Chakung and 
Pejak up the Rungeet valley, but its quality is very bad, and it 
appears to be of no use. One or two pieces were good, and if 
worked to a lower level, might turn out well, but of this I am 
doubtful. I think, however, that the time has arrived to allow 
European agency to work any metals found in the State. Natives 
are not able to work the ores profitably. Several applications have 
been received, and I would recommend that concessions be given 
to work the ore in the State.” 


VICTORIA. 


According to a communication received at the Board of Trade from 
Gold Output the Office of the Agent-General for Victoria, the 
tput, ield of gold in that Colony for the month of 
October, 1900. 8 
4 * October amounted to 67,787 ozs., as against 
64,788 ozs. for the same month last year, an increase of 2,999 ozs. 
The yield for the first 10 months of the year was 647,870 ozs: 


RUSSIA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 10th ult., 
Coal in the states that the recent accidental discovery of 
ror coal deposits on the estate of the Crown Villa 
_—— of Tkwartschevsk, near the small town of 


Otchemtchiri, in the Caucasus, and situated only about 30 versts 
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from the coast of the Black Sea, has been followed by expert re- 
searches, which show that the coal bed, which is of considerable 
depth and breadth, extends in an unbroken form for a distance of 
40 versts (27 miles). M. Yermoloff, Minister of Agriculture and 
Crown Domains, has just made a careful inspection of the property, 
and has granted a concession for the exploitation of this new coal- 


field to a syndicate. 


FRENCH GUIANA. 


The following table showing the gold production of French Guiana 
in the first nine months of 1900 is taken from 


the ‘‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of 27th ult :— 


District. Quantity. 

Kilogs.* 

Mana eee eee eee ove eee ore eee ove eee 531°049 
Approuague ... ove ove ove 371973 
Sinnamary ... ove eee ove ove 346°449 
Oyapock ose ove one ove eee ove 80°696 
Kaw ... eee eee ves 9-570 
Contested Territory ... ove ooo eee eee 192383 


* Kilog = 2:2 lbs. 


UNITED STATES. 


According to the “Railway Age” (Chicago) of 9th ult., the mining of 

manganese has been commenced on the south 

eagenase shore of Lake Superior. Several attempts have 

Mining. been made to mine the manganese in this 
region, but it is associated with a small percentage of copper. 

Now, however, it is understood that there is a new metallurgical 

process for the elimination of this copper, making the manganese 

valuable. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Manchester Cotton 
. Association copy of a Report of the Annual 
Meeting of the held on the 27th ult. 
natey. The President, in moving the adoption of the 
Report, made some interesting remarks on the future of the 
Lancashire cotton industry. He pointed out that many difficulties 
have been overcome since 6th November, 1894, when the great 
meeting of cotton spinners, manufacturers, merchants, and brokers 
was held in the Victoria Arcade to make arrangements for the 
formation of a Cotton Association in Manchester. ‘The first 
season’s work only resulted in 64,000 bales of American and 
Egyptian cotton being landed at the Manchester Docks. The 
second season showed a large increase, and each succeeding season 
has been marked by a substantial advance, until last season the 
importation of American and Egyptian cotton at the port of 
Manchester reached the satisfactory total of 550,000 bales, an 
increase of no fewer than 150,000 bales over the previous season, 
and this during a period when the imports of American cotton to 
Great Britain were about 35 per cent. under the previous season. 
The direct imports to Manchester since September last, including 
cotton at sea for this port, show an increase of nearly 50,000 bales 
over the same short period last year. 

Contrasting the present position of the Lancashire industry with 
that of the United States of America, the President said :-— 

“If one pauses to reflect what a vast proportion of the rapidly 
increasing population of Lancashire is dependent, directly or in- 
directly, on the cotton industry and, further, the preponderating 
position this county occupied only twenty years ago in relation to 
the cotton industry of the world compared with the position it holds 
to-day, it affords cause for grave reflection. While admitting that 
the machinery now running in Lancashire is capable of a larger 
output, on account of the greater speed at which it is run, the 
number of spindles has remained comparatively stationary during 
the past ten years, whereas abroad the development has been 
enormous. In round figures, against the 40,000,000 spindles run- 
ning in England there are now 60,000,000 spindles running abroad. 
Then again, we are gradually being driven on to the finer counts, 
which, of course, employ more labour in the production of yarn, but 
less raw material is consumed per spindle, and thus we are getting 
into a very subordinate position as purchasers of cotton. ‘Twenty 
years ago three-quarters of the American crop was consumed in 
England ; last year we only. consumed a little over one-quarter, and 
should there be a recurrence of the condition of things we have 
recently passed through as regards a scarcity of raw material our 
position may become one of increasing difficulty. Again, in the 
Southern States of America, where the cotton has simply to be 


7 
. 
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carted from the field to the factory, spinning is being developed 
with amazing rapidity. Indeed, it is estimated that the con- 
sumption of cotton in these States alone this season will be about 
two-thirds of the consumption of American cotton in the Lancashire 
mills last season.” 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
or from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
"the week ended the Ist ingt., were as follow :—- 
Wheat... asin eee 278, Od. 
Barley... 258. 9d. 
For further particulars see p. 551. 


A statement is published on p. 552, showing the quantities of the 

;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
phe ot imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. uce. week ended the Ist inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 
With reference to the notice of the fourth public auction sale of 
Sutetnn Anat Java quinine on p. 369 of the “ Board of Trade 

“ona me on Journal” for the 15th ult., the following notice 

ab vena relating to the fifth public auction sale held on 
the 26th September last, taken from a report of the United States 
Vice-Consul at Batavia, gives the following prices realised :— 

1. Editio I., 1,318 kilogs. (2,906 lbs.) of quinine in lots of two 
cases containing four tins, 22°68 kilogs. (50 lbs.); sold at 25 and 
25°95 fl. (10°05 dols. and 10°43 dols.) per kilog. (2°2046 Ibs.). 

2. Editio II., 750 kilogs. (1,653 lbs.) of quinine packed in cases 
and tins at purchaser’s option, in lots of not more than 25 kilogs. 
(55 lbs.) and not less than 22°68 kilogs. ; sold at 25°25 and 25°50 fl. 
(10°15 dols. and 10°25 dols.) per kilog. 

3. Kditio III, 120 kilogs. (265 lbs.) of quinine in lots of one 
case containing 24 kilogs. ; bids to 25 fl. (10°05 dols.), but not sold. 

The average price realised, 25°46 fl. (10°23 dols.), is equivalent 
to 0°10} fl. (4°2 cents) unit price for the bark at Amsterdam. The 
next auction sale is to be held on 31st October, 1900. 


MEXICO. 
H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, in a report to the Foreign Office, states 
that vanilla and rubber, which at present are 


— but small items in the returns, are destined in 
. the future to become articles of the first 
importance. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 29th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 165,637, and the number imported during the 
48 weeks ended the 29th ult. was 5,103,625. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 29th 
ult., 8,064 bales, and for the 48 weeks, 333,948. 
For further details see p. 550. 


Statistical tables are given on pp. 554-55, summarising 

the latest periodical returns of trade issued 

Trade of Foreign by several of the more important foreign 

Countries. countries and British Possessions which publish 

monthly statistics of trade. These tables show 

the total value of the imports into, and exports from each country 

for the latest period for which returns have been received at the 

Board of Trade, the figures for the corresponding periods of the 
two previous years being added for the purposes of comparison. 


SIKKIM. 


In a report on the administration of Sikkim for the year 1899-1900 
iniaititin received at the Board of Trade, through the 
1899-1900 Foreign Office, it is stated that there was an 
2 : increase in the total value of trade, including 
treasure, between Tibet and Sikkim to Rs. 22,06,405 from 
Rs. 21,39,704 of the previous year; exports from Sikkim increased 
by Rs. 93.133, and imports fell off by Rs. 1,10,914. The fruit 
gardens maintained by the State are doing well, and some 
American cotton seed distributed by the Political Officer has 
succeeded. 


Trade Across the Sikkim-Tibet Frontier. 


Exports from | Imports into | 
Tibet. Tibet, ‘Total. 
| 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Merchandise oes 9,54,495 7,80,281 17,34,776 
Treasure— | 
Gold, in bars eee 8,700 | 8,700 
Silver, ,, ere on 97,806 3,65,123 | 4,62,929 
Grand total ... ...|  10,52,801 11,564,104 |  29,06,403 
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BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA. 


The following table from the “Cape of Good Hope Government 
Trade of the Gazette ” of the 9th ult. shows the value of the 
Tr Sener principal and other articles of merchandise 
meee ere “a entered in Cape Colony for removal under 

. rey 1 rebate, and otherwise, to the Transvaal and 
Cape Colony. Rhodesia during the nine months ended 30th 
September last, compared with the corresponding period of 1899:— 


Transvaal, Rhodesia, 
Jan.-Sept. | Jan.-Sept. || Jan.-Sept. | Jan.-Sept. 
1899, 1900. 1899. 1900. 
£ £ ar: £ 
Provisions of all kinds ... 204,387 7,372 111,234 31,521 
Corn and flour... is 71,327 1,928 3,510 3,371 
Cotton manufactures... 148,474 20,424 6,110 
Linen " ™ 4,618 ner] 1,421 | 265 
Woollen ae on 34,199 — | 6,789 | 7,669 
Haberdashery and mil- 145,967 12,534 | 14,183 
linery. | 
Wearing apparel and hats 155,710 _— | 22,971 17,955 
Leather and manufactures 65,135 _- | 14,989 7,146 
of. 
Metals and manufactures 103,186 529 29,784 | 13,932 
of. 
Machinery ... oad ia 615,505 78,423 47,791 | 13,873 
Tobacco... 38,396 18 15,586 4,684 
All other articles of mer- 934,317 9,958 | 135,551 99,038 
chandis2. 
Total &} 2,520,221 98,228" 421,581 219,747 


* All in the Quarter ended 30th September. 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 606 of the “ Board of Trade 
' Journal,” for 15th March last, 2a Memorandum 

by H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, 
respecting the concessions alleged to have been 


a granted to French traders in Russia, has been 
Piniiiets received at the Board of Trade through the 


Foreign Office. 

The Consul-General writes as follows :-— 

“As regards the period within which samples of goods may be 
re-exported with return of duty from Russia, I learn that ‘a 
Circular will soon be issued by the Customs Department to the 


542, THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Dec. 6, 1900. 


Miscellaneous. 


effect that snch samples may be re-exported by French commercial 
travellers, with repayment of duty levied on them on importation 
within a period of 12 months and the re-exportation may be 
effected through any Custom House of the Empire. 

“Under a Circular issued by the Customs Department on the 
14/26th May, 1895, and which still remains in force and appli- 
cable to goods-samples brought into the country by commercial 
travellers of all nationalities without distinction, these samples may 
be re-exported and duty repaid on them within an unlimited 
period of time. The special Circulars issued in 1897 and 1899 
in respect of samples imported by French and British commercial 
travellers limiting the time of re-exportation to six months, and the 
Circular which is soon to be issued extending that time to 12 
months for French samples, afford in reality no special advantage 
seeing that the Circular of the 14/26th May, 1898, allows all 
goods-samples to be re-exported at any point of the Empire 
without limitation of time. German commercial travellers being 
aware that the provisions of the latter Circular are still in full force 
always elect to import their samples under this earlier Circular, 
paying no heed to the others—an example which British com- 
mercial travellers should unhesitatingly and invariably follow. 

“ Tt would thus appear that the concession granted in favour of 
the samples of French commercial travellers is, as explained by the 
Russian Customs Department, in reality no concession at all. 

“‘T would add that in Sir Charles Scott’s despatch to the 
Marquis of Salisbury of the 26th February, 1900, on the subject 
of samples of goods brought to Russia by British commercial 
travellers, it is explained with reference to the extension to the 
latter of the quasi privileges granted under a previous Customs 
Circular to French travellers, that the Circular of the 8/20th 
February, 1900, forming the subject of the above despatch, leaves 
the rules for the importation of sample goods under Circular of the 
14/26th May, 1895, still operative, and that therefore commercial 
travellers may take advantage of them.” 


> 


‘The United States Consular Agent at Eibenstock, in a report dated 
Colonisation of 6th October last, states that during the past few 
Siberia. years, the colonisation of Siberia has been 
making rapid progress. This is to be attributed 

principally to the construction of the Siberian Railway. 

In 1893, a commission was appointed by the Russian Govern- 
ment to promote and manage the settlement of Siberia. The sum 
of 2,211,0001. was placed in the hands of the commission, to use in 
furthering the emigration of Russian peasants to the newly opened 
regions. The record of this emigration from Russia proper to 
Siberia is as follows :— 
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Number. 
1897 wr 87,000 
1898 wih 206,000 
1899 225,000 


One-half of these emigrants went to the province of Tomsk, the 
rest to the provinces of ‘Tobolsk, Jenisseisk, and Ukmonilik. The 
emigrants in ‘travelling over the Siberian Railroad have a well- 
organised hospital car attached to their train, which very mate- 
tially reduces the mortality list. The construction of this road has 
greatly reduced the cost of emigration. ‘Ten years ago, the cost of 
a trip from Central Russia to Tomsk was 7/. per person ; to-day it 
is only 37s. 6d. 

The Russian Government grants subsidies for the purpose of 
helping new settlers. This money is spent in encouraging farming 
and fruit growing. Subventions are given for the first six years ; 
during the following ten years these subventions must be repaid in 
yearly payments. Since 1894, 543,000/. has been spent in this 
way. In the newly settled districts, 400 churches and 73 schools 
have already been built, and 65 churches and 32 schools are in 
course of construction. 


BELGIUM. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed the following 
The Conference be British Delegates to the Conference of 
of the Union the Union for the Protection of Industrial 
fi ‘ Property, to be held at Brussels on the 11th 
or the Protection 
a gg The Right Hon. C. B. Stuart Wortley, M.P. ; 
operty. Sir Henry Bergne, K.C.M.G., Chief of the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office; Mr. Cornelius N. 
Dalton, C.B., Comptroller-General of the Patent Office. 
Mr. Balfour has also appointed Mr. Herbert Hughes, of Sheffield, 
to be Technical Adviser to the British Delegates, and Mr. Edward. 
Vicars, of the Foreign Office, to be their Secretary. 


With reference to the notice on p. 418 of the “Board of Trade 
lati Journal ” for 24th May last, a despatch dated 
Py.» a f 9th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
ue the ate © Office, from H.M. Minister at Brussels, trans- 
segaean. mitting copy of a Royal Decree putting into 
force certain provisions of the Law of the 4th of May relating to 
the sale of margarine. The Decree in question may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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GERMANY. 


A despatch dated 14th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
The New “Com- from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin transmitting 
mercial Treaty °OPY of a Memorandum by the Commercial 
Society.” Attaché to that Embassy, which states that 
: on the 11th ult. there met at Berlin a large 
number of the representatives of the commercial, industrial, ship 
building, and shipping interests from all parts of the Empire, 
their object being to take necessary measures, in the interests of 
their respective occupations, to bring about a continuance of the 
present form of commercial relations, under an autonomous tariff, 
and with reductions of duties, effected by Tariff Treaties with 
Foreign Powers. 

The object of the meeting was stated to be to found a society for 
the maintenance of the present Customs policy, which could make 
known the wishes of the various industries affected and fight the 
demands of the Agrarians. Their work, therefore, would only be 
temporary and would end with the settlement of the question as to 
the form that the new commercial treaties were to take. It was 
pointed out at the meeting that a special organisation was necessary, 
and the Chambers of Commerce and the German “ Handelstag” 
were not able to take up such a strong position owing to the fact 
_ of their representing mixed interests. 

The meeting was attended by some 300 persons, who passed the 
following important resolutions :— 

1. That the present state of the economic development of 
Germany has been brought about by the present Commercial 
Treaties. 

2. That any radical change would be very injurious to many 
classes of the population. 

3. That it is not right to tie beforehand the hands of the 
negotiators of the-new treaties by fixing minimum rates. 

4. That it is therefore necessary, in order to maintain the 
present tariff policy, to form a temporary association of all parties 
interested in this question to further their views and to lay them 
before the various Governments, before the Parliamentary bodies, 
and before the public. 


ITALY. 


The following report on the trade and shipping of Ancona, in 
1 j 
Trade of Ancona 899, has been received at the Board of Trade, 


in 1899 through the Foreign Office :— 
- ; In accordance with the statistics published 


by the local Chamber of Commerce, on 14th November, 1900, for 
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the year 1899, the total imports at Ancona amounted to 259,000 
tons in comparison with 235,000 tons the previous year, and the 
exports to 74,000 tons in comparison with 71,000 tons. 

‘The imports consisted of woollen and cotton goods, metals, 
legumes, bitumens, vegetables, pitch, machinery, coal, coke, cereals, 
and chemicals, and the exports of hardware, hemp, building 
materials, silk textiles, oil, and wine. 

The imports of pitch from Great Britain sensibly increase, and 
during the year under review the quantity imported amounted to 
4,617 tons in comparison with 2,500 tons the previous year. 

The exports of asphalte, in rock, crushed and mastic loaves, 
amounted to 12,767 tons for Germany and 750 tons for United 
States of America. 

The crop of cocoons for the year 1899 exceeded the produce of 
the years 1895-96-97 and ’98 both in quantity and value. From 
a medium of 800,000 kilogrammes (800 tons) the crop increased, 
during the year under review, to close upon a million kilogrammes 
(1, 000 tons), and prices from a medium of lire 2°82 per kilo- 
gramme (about 1s. lid. per lb.) advanced to lire 3°61 (about 
ls. 4d.) per kilogramme. 

The imports of all kinds of grain decreased during the year in 
consequence of the favourable result of the harvest. In comparison 
with the imports of wheat and Indian corn during the year 1898, 
the quantity imported during the year under review decreased by 
21,510 tons. 

The imports of wrought iron, steel, and pig iron from Great 
Britain and Austria-Hungary increased by 1,500 tons, the quantity 
imported during the years 1898-99 being 4,000 and 5,500 tons 
respectively. 

The imports of alkali from Great Britain and Austria-Hungary 
amounted to 1,000 tons in 1899, as against 450 tons in the 
previous year, whilst the imports of oxides and sulphates were 
less than those of the previous year. 

The total exports of crude tartar for United States of America, 
Austria-Hungary, Great Britain and Russia amounted to 751 tons. 

The number of steam ships of all nationalities entering the 
port during the year 1899 amounted to 610, with an aggr egate of 
650,000 tons in comparison with 599, and an aggregate of 600,000 
tons the previous year. In addition to these steam ships, the 
number of sailing vessels entering the port during the same period 
amounted to 554, with an aggregate of 23,344 tons, being an 
increase of 86 vessels, and 1,300 tons in comparison with the year 


1898. 
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SWITZERLAND. 


The British Commercial Agent at Berne, in a report to the Foreign 
. . Office, states that in 1899 the following articles 
with were imported into Switzerland from India :— 
India, — Rice, 69,0001. ; raw coffee, 34,3001. ; raw cotton, 
‘eal 7,4001. ; tin in bars, &c., 30,2001. ; india-rubber 
and gutta-percha, 3,0001.; catechu, 13,900/.; spices, 8,000/. ; tea, 
4,3001.; cocoa, 6,400/.; oil seeds and oil fruits, 5,2001.; and 
precious stones, 9,000/. 

Coffee showed a decrease of 8,500I. in the value of the imports; this 
is accounted for by the reduction in the average price by 14 per 
cent., and also by a decreased import of 33,300 kilos. 

The importation of raw cotton was exactly one-half of that of 
1898 ; on the other hand, the average price increased by 15 francs, 
so that the difference in the value of the imports was reduced to 
4,9601. 

The supply of tin was 145,500 kilos., or 37 per cent. less than 
in 1898, but as the price rose by 64 per cent. the value of the 
imports shows an increase of 9601. 

The exceptionally large increase in the imports from Australia, 
166,000/., is partly due to the rise in raw wool, the average value 
being 91. 12s., as against 6/. 12s. in 1898, so that the quantity 
imported (277,200 kilos. less than in 1898) produced an increased 
value of 74,0001. Wheat imports increased to 11,240,700 kilos. 
with an increased value of 88,8001. The following articles were 
imported from Australia into Switzerland for the first time: — 
Taliow, 3,880/.; fat oils in barrels, 880l.; and raw copper, 1.6401. 
The quantity of tin imported declined from 77,100 to 30,000 kilos. 

The Swiss exports to Australia comprised the following 
articles :—Shoe goods, 7,800/.; watches, 8,400/.; cotton goods, 
28,0001. ; siik and half-silk ribbons, 17,5001. ; straw goods, 6001. ; 
woollen goods, 7,100I.; articles of food, 59,700l.; and various, 
6001. 

The total Swiss imports from Canada amounted to 112,000/., 
consisting chiefly of articles of food. Switzerland exported goods 
to Canada to the value of 162,0001. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous 
Series, 542.) 


In the report referred to above, it is stated that, as is well known, 

the watch industry forms one of the principal 

features of Swiss commerce, It is of 

: that not only is Switzerland the largest manu- 

facturer of watches in the world, but in 1899 she considerably 

exceeded all her previous outputs. The following table will show 

at a glance the quantity of watches exported, from which it will be 

seen that the United Kingdom takes more than 20 per cent. of 
the whole manufacture :— 
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Table showing Total Value of Watches Exported. 


To Great Britain. To all Countries. 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. 

No. | £ No. £ 
Nickel watches... oa 718,768 206,320 2,366,426 812,800 
Silver watches = ons 643.606 | 309,760 3,086,770 1,515,240 
Gold watches on pee 158,998 297,200 800,258 1,622,920 
Chronographs and repeaters 2,358 | 12,640 6,769 52,160 
Total as ..| 1,523,730 | 825.920 6.260.223 4,003.120 


(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 542.) 


GREECE. 


According to the “ Levant Herald” of 13th ult., the trade returns 
for the year 1899 just issued by the Hellenic 
Trade in 1899. Ministry of Finance show a total of 8,910,000/., 
of which the sum of 5,123,000/. represents 
imports, and 3,787,000/. exports. Compared with 1898, last year’s 
returns show a decrease of 751,0001., but they exceed those for 1896 
and 1897, the totals of which were respectively 7,549,000/. and 
7,820,000/. The decrease in the foreign trade of Greece last year 
was entirely in imports, which declined to the extent of 960,0001., 
while exports rose by 209,000/. The “Levant Herald” says: “The 
diminution in imports must not, however, be taken as indicating 
any decrease of the purchasing power of the country. It arises 
naturally from the fact that in 1898 imports were unusually large 
owing to the necessity of replenishing stocks after the war with 
Turkey and of bringing food-stuffs to make up for the loss of the 
Thessalian crop. ‘lhe principal imports are cereals, threads and 
tissues, minerals and worked metals, coal, wood and other forest 
products, chemicals, raw hides, leather, sugar, coffee, live animals, 
glassware, rice, paper, cod and salt fish, &c.; and the more im- 
portant articles of export are currants, minerals, olives and olive- 
oil, wine, cognac, tobacco, sponges, figs, valonia, silk, and cocoons ; 
none of the other articles of export reached a value of 40,0001.” 


ARGENTINA. 


According to the Buenos Aires “ Handels Zeitung,” the export of 
P 

rt of quebracho wood from Argentina continues to 

Q ns Wood. increase in a satisfactory manner. Extract of 

quebracho always finds a ready market, and the 


wood itself is used for railway sleepers. Germany is the largest 
importer of quebracho wood for making sleepers. 

The following table shows the quantities exported from 
Argentina in the last three years :— 
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Years. Extract. | ra Sleepers. 
| 
Tons. Tons. No. 
1897 ... one ose 1,205 135,675 62,312 
1898 ... 1,192 188,260 10,000 


The value of the p ware during the last three years was as 
follows: In 1897, 1,571,581 gold dollars ; in 1898, 2,016,851 gold 
dollars ; and in 1899, 1,925,860 gold dollars. 

The following table shows the principal importing countries 
in 1898 :— 


Countries. Extract. Sleepers. 
Tons. Tons, No. 
Germany. ... ose ose 855 15,509 
Italy . eee ese 1 9,864 
Uruguay... 11 137 1,000 
Other countries... oon 30 145,593 
Total... 1.192 188,260 10,000 

URUGUAY. 


The following figures showing the trade of Uruguay for the first 

half of 1900 have been received at the Board 

Trade in 1900. of Trade through the Foreign Office from 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Montevideo. The 

figures for similar periods of 1899 and 1898 published in the 

“Board of Trade Journal” for November, 1899, are added for the 
sake of comparison :— 


A. ts. 
Six months ended 30th Sane une. 
Articles. 

1898. 1899. 1900. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Beverages in general 1,475,971 1,240,867 1,480,042 
Comestibles, cereals and spices ... ee.| 2,287,593 2,401,965 2,685,153 
Tobaccos and cigars 111,521 123,300 106,697 
Stuffs and woven goods ... oe ..| 2,587,406 2,533,098 2,411,700 
Made clothing coe 743,541 730,747 678,565 
Raw and industrial material and ma- 3,136,235 3,046,789 3,501,915 

chinery. 

Live stock ... 1,658,009 1,603,781 541,609 
Total... 138.246.8372 | 12.963,763 12.741,283 
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B.—Lzports. 
é Six months ended 30th June. 
Articles. 
1898. ye 1900. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Live stock ... 224,704 233,699 459,632 
Slaughter house products ... oe bl 14,922, 467 | 19,586,571 15,490,722 
Agricultural products... 2,958,412 | 1,622,781 1,481,919 
Other products... 907 | 113,708 196,866 
Various 1,507" | 2,531 12,416 
Provisions for vessels wa se ose | 42, 029 | 45,842 64,083 
Total... oes eee see | 18, 250,026 | 21,605,123 17,707,638 


In the report of H.M. stoma d’Affaires at Montevideo, he 
points out that the imports into Uruguay continue to be valued 
by a tariff of valuation based on prices far higher than those 
at present ruling, and adds that the projects of the committee 
for revising the Custom House tariffs and regulations seem to 
have been postponed. 


PERU. 


A despatch, dated 14th October last, has been received at the 
N ‘oreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lima, 
wy enclosing translation of a Law, enacting that a 
Currency Law. British or Peruvian pound shall be a legal 
tender for ten soles, as follows :— 

Article 1.—The Peruvian gold pound is a legal tender, and has 
full redeeming power, to the extent of ten silver soles for a pound. 

Article 2.—The coining of half pounds is authorised in conformity 
with the conditions to be established by the executive. 

Article 3.—The English pound sterling shall be considered as 
equivalent in every way to the Peruvian gold pound until further 
provisions be made by Congress. 

Vide also notice on pp. 309-10 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for 8th ult., in which it is stated that, according. to the message 
of the Peruvian President at the opening of Congress this year, the 
gold standard is now permanently established in Peru. 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 48 Weeks ended 29th November, 1900. 


Week 48 Weeks 
ended ended 
29th November, 29th November, 
1900. 1900. 
Imports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American eve ove eee ove 142,718 2,501,081 
Brazilian oe eve ove 500 117,605 
Egyptian ove one 19,146 344,929 
165,637 3,103,625 
EXPoRTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
1st December, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat eee 48,700 5 27 
Barley one 164,624 0 25 9 
Oats eee eee eee eee eee eee 18,157 4 17 2 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— . 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
nding 
eek in 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs, Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus.|/ ¢. 


1896 —.,..| 60,800 3 (165,024 0 | 17,271 6 32.8 | 2 2 | 17 0 
1897 _...| 73,759 1 /182,106 0 | 16,997 5 33 9 | 2510 | 16 9 
1898 _.....| 79,838 2 |196,712 5 | 18,693 5 i 
1899 —....| 72,974 7 |163,441 3 | 22,575 4 25 7 | 2510 | 16 6 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


652 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Dec. 6, 1900. 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 

1st December, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
ist Dec., ing week 
1900. in 1899, 

Animals, living :— 

Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ... Number 9,835 8,174 

Sheepand lambs... 8,495 6,805 

Swine ove ove eos 
Fresh meat :— 

f eve eee Cwts, 87,590 81,958 

Mutton ... ove ove eve ” 32,885 77,495 
ted or meat:— 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... = 9,060 10,152 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting 21,645 15,753 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts. 64,580 75,936 
Milk, condensed ... ” 16,972 16,982 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk ... «. 782 278 
Poultry and Value £ 18,125 20,510 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) con eco Cwts. 18,655 4,416 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— ’ 
Wheat... Cwts, 1,142,400 879,900 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 347,700 475,000 
Beans ” 42,500 16,800 
Maize or Indian corn ove 1,103,100 1,430,600 
Fruit, raw :-— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apples... ty 102,233 939,172 
Apricots and peaches* eee 190 
Cwts, Bushels. 
Cherries eee eee ore eee ) 
Currants* ... ose ove 
1900 152,635 289,682 
Pears eee oor 8,061 4,224 
Plums eee woe eee ° _ 
Strawberries* eee eee 
Unenumerated ... ave 2,028 17,978 
Hay ... ove ove ove oes Tons, 1,729 3,945 
Taw :— 

Potatoes... Cwts. 811,265 56,569 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 11,205 24,440 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


[] 
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Emigration.—November, 1900. 


‘ 


Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 
Europe during the Month ended 30th November, 1900, and the 
Eleven Months ended 30th November, 1900, compared with the 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of | All 
corre- 
Nationalities. States. | America. —. Ho and other Total. sponding 
Natal. | Places. ‘period, 
1899. 
Month ended 30th November, 1900, 
English 1... | 8,452 475 | 1,544 | 1,809 | 1,428 | 8,708 | 5,869 
Scotch eco % one 469 10 224 455 162 1,320 883 
Irish os twet 18 105 98 35 | 1,500 | 1,635 
Total of British 
origin ... soe} 5,865 503 | 1,873 2,362 | 1,625 | 11,528 | 8,387 
Foreigners... ...| 5,094 | 1,813 100 521 281 | 7,809 | 7,174 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 41 7 1 _ 531 580 495 
Total | 10,300 2,323 1,974 2,883 2,487 19,917 | 16,056 
Total for corre- 
sponding i 10,187 1,602 | 1,110 924 | 2,233 | 16,056 
month, 1899 


Eleven Months ended 30th November, 1900, 


English ... 47,841 | 16,033 | 10,911 | 14,578 | 8,996 | 97,859 | 83,729 
Scotch .. «| 11,179 | 1,781 | 1,484 | 3,806 | 1,495 | 19,645 | 15,393 
Irish —— se 960 | 1,295 942 596 | 45,149 | 47,904 


Total of British 
origin... «| 99,876 | 18,724 | 13,640 | 19,326 | 11,087 | 162,653 |z41,016 


Foreigners... ... | 82,585 | 81,031 | 760 | 4,201 | 2,005 | 120,532 | §5,233 


Nationalities not 


distinguished ... 907 98 4 — | 3,635 4,644 | 3,990 
Total ... | 183,818 | 49,853 | 14,404 | 23,527 | 16,727 | 287,829 {230,239 
Total for corre- 
sponding 152,960 | 32,584 |11,060 | 18,176 | 15,459 | 230,239 
months, 1899 


Norr.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
Month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 

| | 
| 
| 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
I—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of | Imports, 
Countries. 
ending. | 1898, | 1899, 1100, 

Russia* (6 Months)...... — mae. | Roubles 269,828,000 | 288,999,000 | 280,468,000 
Germany (9 Months) ... | Sept. ve Marks 3,738,369,000 | 4,057,742,000 | 4,081,927,000 
Belgiumt (10 Months)... October... Francs 1,605,505,000 | 1,784,117,000 | 1,749,850,000 
France (10 Months) ...... | October...) Francs 3,728,845,000 | 3,710,374,000 | 3,647,090,000 
Spaint (9 Months) ...... Bept. ...... Pesetas 382,991,000 647,521,000 619,145,000 

(4 Months) | April ...... Milreis 14,371,010 17,939,000 19,798,000 
Portugal 4 

(5 Months) | May ...... Milreis 20,129,000 | 22,574,000 | 26,180,000 
Italy (9 Months) ...... Sept. ..... Lire 1,053,351,000 | 1,112,380,000 | 1,149,841,000 
Kronen1,248,094,000 | 1,191,213,000 | 1,237,421,000 

(9 Months) | 
United States (9 | Sept. ...... Dollars 475,379,000 | 585,902,000} 624,458,000 
British India (5 Months) | August ...| Rupees 25,66,79,344 | 28,76,54,051 | 28,36,29,598 
Canada (2 Months)... ... (August ...| Dollars 29,308,043 | 29,802,683 | 32,310,643 

In Pounps 
z Fy 

Ruseia* (6 Months)......_ June ...... 28,482,000 80,505,000 29,605,000 
Germany (9 months) ... Sept. ...... 186,915,000 202,887,000 | — 264,(96,000 
Belgiumt (10 Months) .. | October... 64,220,000 71,365,000 | 69,994,000 
France (10 Months)...... | October... 149,154,000 148,415,000 | 145,883,000 
Spaint (9 Months) ...... | ee 15,320,000 25,901,000 24,766,000 

(4 Months) | April...... 3,233,000 4,086,000 4,455,000 
Portugal 

(5 Months) | May ...... 4,529,000 8,079,000 5,891,000 
Italy (9 Months) ......... Sept. ...... 42,134,000 44,495,000 | 45,994,000 
Austria-Hungary Sept. ...... 52,004,000 49,634,000 51,559,000 

(9 Months) 
United States (9 Mths.) | Sept. ...... 99,088,000 122,063,000 | — 130,096,000 

Re. 

British India (5 Months) | August . 25,667,934 28,765,405 28,362,960 
Canada (2 Months) ... | August ... 6,106,000 6,105,000 | 6,781,000 
United Kingdom(10Ms.) | Oct. ....... 388,249,000 | 400,135,000 | 427,647,000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 


t Value ot Principal Articles Imported only. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 
Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Exports. 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898. | 1899. | 1900, 
| 
Russia* (6 Months)...... June ...... Roubles 357,914,000 | 260,717,000 | 285,868,000 
Germany (9 Months) ...| Sept. -| Marks 2,736,489,000 | 3,098,542,000 | 3,251,752,000 
Belgiumt (10 Months)... | Uct. ...... Francs 1,373,921,000 1,507,591,000 | 1,463,503,000 
France (10 Months) ...| Oct. ...... Francs 2,829,177,000 | 3,376,507,000 | 3,352,714,000 
Spaint (9 Months) Sept. ......| Pesztas 581,100,000 529,477,000 507,778,000 
Months) | April ...... Milreis 9,101,000 9,745,000 10,639,000 
Portugal 
(5 Months) | May ......| Milreis 11,641,000 12,616,000 13,512,000 
Italy (9 Months) Sept. ......| Lire 857,051,000 | 1,008,188,000 972,786,000 
Austria-Hungary 
(9 Mths.) | Sept. ...... Kronen 1,133,479,000 | 1,332,130,000 | 1,387,005,000 
United States (9 Mths.)..| Sept. ......| Dollars 854,189,000 | 885,304,000 | 1,012,747,000 
British India (5 Months) | August ...| Rupees 47,14,47,382 | 44,38,70,798 | 39,11,08,289 
Canada (2 Months) August...) Dollars 25,083,151 28,743,577 32,955,350 
In Pounps STERLING. 
| £ £ 
Russia* (6 Months)...... | June ...... 37,780,000 27,520,000 30,122,000 
Germany (9 Months) ...| Sept. ...... 136,824,000 154,927,000 | 162,588,000 
Belgium? (10 Months)... | October 54,957,900 60,304,000 58,541,000 
France (10 Months) ...| October 113,167,000 135,060,000 134,109,000 
Spaint (9 Months) Sept 28,244,000 21,179,000 20,311,000 
(4 Months) | April...... 2,048,000 2,193,000 2,393,000 
Portugal 
(5 Months) | May ...... 2,619,000 2,839,000 6,040,000 
Italy (9 Months) Sept. ...... 34,282,000 40,327,000 | 38,911,000 
Austria-Hungary 
(9 Mths.) | Sept. ...... 47,229,000 55,505,000 57,792,000 
United States (9 Mths.)..| Sept eee me 210,989,000 
British India (5 Months) | August 47,144,788 44,387,080 39,110,829 
Canada (2 Months) ...| August 5,226,000 5,988,000 6,866,000 
United Kingdom** October 192,592,000 218,050,000 | 243,215,000 
(10 Months) 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 
+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 
** Exports of Bntish and Irish produce and manufactures. 


| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


, TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may 
be purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in October ; 
Fair Wages in Public Contracts; Amendment of German Accident 
Insurance Law; Wages of Agricultural Labourers from 1850 to 
1899; Labour Disputes in France in 1899; Profit Sharing in 
1899 by Co-operative Societies, &., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Strikes and Lock-outs. Board of Trade (Labour Department). . 
Report by the Chief Labour Oorrespondent on the Strikes and 
Lock-outs of 1899, with Statistical Tables. [Cd. 316.] Price 11d. 


In this report, which is the twelfth issued by the Labour Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade since the commencement of the 
series in 1888, it is stated that during 1899 there was no 
trade dispute of such magnitude as to swell unduly the statistics of 
the year. The number of separate disputes recorded was slightly 
greater than in the previous year, viz., 719 compared with 711 in 
1898. In all other respects the figures of 1899 are the lowest of 
any of the six years for which statistics are available for comparison. 

The number of persons involved was 180,217, a decrease of 
73,690 compared with the previous year, and the aggregate duration, 
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Government Publications. 


2,516,416 working days (i.e., number of working days multiplied by 
the number of workpeople), or 12,773,062 less than in 1898. This 
great difference is due to tine fact that in 1898 there was the great 
strike of South Wales miners, affecting 100,000 persons, with an 
aggregate duration of 11,650,000 working days, while in 1899 the 
two largest disputes were those of the Dundee jute operatives, 
numbering 35,000, with a duration of 344,000 working days, and 
of the plasterers, affecting 4,000 men, with an aggregate duration 
of 200,000 days. 13899 was a year of settled good trade ; changes 
of wages were in an upward direction, and differences were easily 
settled, without recourse to extreme measures. 


Merchant Shipping (Mercantile Marine Fund) Act, 1898. Ieport 
of a Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to examine the 
claims and suggestions received for exemption from light dues, or for 
alteration of the existing scale of rules, [Cd. 413.] Price 14d. 


The Committee in this report recommend— 

1, That no light dues should be levied in respect of voyages 
entirely performed in waters neither lit nor marked by the General 
— Authorities at the expense of the General Lighthouse 

und. 

2. That all dues already levied in respect of such voyages should 
be refunded. 

3. That the home-trade scale should be extended to voyages to 
ports between the Elbe and the north bank of the Hider inclusive. 

4, That no annual payment should be required in respect: of 
yachts which are laid up during the whole of any year ending 
31st March. 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Revorts of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) 4d. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ld. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) io ee 23d. 
2374 Denmark. (1596-7 to 1900-1) 13d. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Winenee, 1897- "1900 ld. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) ld. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 3d. 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) 14d. 
2380 Venice (1898-99) 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898- 99) . 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... 13d. 
2384 Somali Coast ... ues 
2387 Havre (1899) ... 2d. 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar ooo | 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) ... 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies casos) 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899).. 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) ove | jd. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) aby $d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1809) 
2397 Japan (1899) . eee os | Bhd. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 
2400 Germany (1899) 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1899) | Bhd. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) bs 
2404 Aleppo (1899) = 13d. 
2405 Palestine (1899) ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) _... | 
2409 Calais (1899) . 2d. 
2410 Pirzeus (18993... = id. 
2411 Cyclades (1899) ene ld. 
2412 Brest (1899) ... 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899)... 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899) .. 14d, 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) 
2418 Corsica (1899) ac ose ld. 
2419 Samoa (1899) ... ese dee ld. 


| 
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No. Place. | Price. 
2424 Batoum (1899) ove oes on ooo 
2425 Poland (1899) ove oe | 250. 
2426 Paraguay (1899) oan 
2427 Beira (1899) . ase 
2428 Bussorah (1809) eee ld. 
2431 Hamburg (1899): ose ove 5d. 
2432 Wuchow (1899) ese | 
2434 Foochow (1899) eee ose 1d, 
2435 | Nice and District (1899). on 
2438 Genoa (1899) ans ose | | 
2440 Pondicherry (1899)... ose wae 
2441 | Beirut (1899) we | 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899)... eee 2d. 
2443 Swatow (1899) eee ose on ose ld. 
2444 Yokohama (1899) ees oes oss i 
2445 Bilbao (1899) ose ove coe one 2d. 
2447 Taganrog (1899) ove ove 2d. 
2448 Switzerland (1899) éag 14d. 
2450 | Baden (1899) .. 
2451 Canary Islands (1899) ooo eve oof 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... ioe 
2455 Denmark (1899) eee 9d. 
2457 | Wuhu(1899) ... 1d. 
2458 Elba (1899)... eee ld. 
2459 Baghdad (1899) ose ove 4a, 
2461 Goa (1899)... hd. 
2462 Smyrna (1899) eee ony 64, 
2463 Honduras (1899) oes ove ove 
2445 Porto Rico (1899) eee ove eee ove 13d. 
2467 Samshui (1899) ove ove 1d. 
2469 Chinkiang (1899) oid 1d. 
2470 Bahia (1899) as ove 1d. 
2471 Norway (1591) aes wae one 44d. 
2472 | Algeria (1899) 24a. 
2473 Cuba (1899) . ove ove 2d. 
2475 Rio de Jaueiro (1899) .. ose ove 
2476 Boston (189)... eee 2d. 
2477 Erzeroum (1899) eee eee eee eee ld. 


} 
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No. Place. Price. 
2480 Buenos Ayres (1899) ... = 2d. 
2481 Chile (1899) ... 3d. 
2482 Greece (Finances in 1900) bee ats ob 1}d, 
2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) ott dee 
2484 Frankfort-on-Main (1899) ese eee 3d. 
2485 French Indo-China ... 4d. 
2486 Roumania (1899) ose ose ose ARS ooo 2d. 
2487 | Tientsin (1899) ts | 
2488 Guatemala (1899) oss | 
2490 Gothenburg (1899) ose oon | 
2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) 
2493 | Bulgaria (1899) we | 43d. 
2496 Lecce (1899) ... ooo | 6234. 
2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1899) | 
2498 Society Islands (1899)... 4d. 
2499 Newchwang (1899) __.... avs ld. 
2502 | Amoy (1899) . oat. 
2503 Hakodate (1899) ose 1d. 
2504 Switzerland (Textiles i in 1898) car 24d. 
2505 Riga (1899)... eve 1}d. 
2506 San Francisco (1899) ... oes 2hd. 
2507 Northerr. Portugal (1899) 13d. 
2508 Inhambani (1899) eee 4id, 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) 
2510 Portland (Oregon) (1899) 3d 
2511 Corea (1899) .., one 2d. 
2513 Madagascar (1899) ld. 
2514 Dutch and French Guiana (1899) ld, 
2515 Belgium (1899) on 2d. 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and d Memel (1899) 
2517 Madeira (1899) id. 
2519 Rome (1899) ... ose 
2520 Zanzibar (1899) eos ld. 
2522 Odessa and District (1899) 
2523 Germany (1899) 24d. 
2524 South Italy (1899) Supplementary 
2525 North Formosa (1899) .. 1d. 
2529 Sicily (1899) ... 33d. 
2530 Iceland (1897-99) a OS vee | lid. 
2531 Adis Abbaba and Harrar (1899- 1900) 
2532 Wurtemberg (1899-190) | 
2533 Khorassan (1899-1900) .. 
2534 Caucasus (Agriculture 1909) «i 
253 East Africa Protectorate (1899) .. | 
‘ 2537 Dominican Republic (1899) 
2539 | Vera Cruz, 1899, and part ‘of 19% 0)... 2d. 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


4 No. Price, 
519 Belgiwm.—Flax Industry of Courtrai... 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies __... ooo 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ... 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... eee ove 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis see 4d. 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 ld. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 

of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,” 

&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United: States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American . 

2d. 

527 Tripoli. —Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 

sources of Tripoli 2d. 
528 Germeny.—Report on ‘the German Colonies for the year 

ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia.—Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 

Black Sea ... coe ld. 
530 Brazil.—Report on the State of Amazonas. ove 24d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry in Hungary 13d. 
532 United States, —Mining Industry of Colorado ove 1d. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway ... 3hd. 
534 Belgiwm.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries... see 4d. 
535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899... 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steamers | 

to South Africa 
537 United States.—Cattle Trade in Kansas ooo 
538 Spain.—Mining Industry in Galicia | id. 
539 y soe —Agriculture and horse and cattle breeding in Kago- | 

shima Prefecture 1d. 
540 Germany.—Report on Carbide of Calcium and Acetylene in | 

Germany ... d, 
541 United. States. —Report on Mining in the Butte District of | 

Montana _... | ld. 
542 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland for the year 

1899 eee 23d. 

Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France | 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of | 
certificates of origin . 472. 
2 Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates... 4d. 


U 
| 
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3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France _ 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries $d. 
4 Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg a the Reciprocal Protection 


of Trade Marks ons td. 
5 Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 

to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse — 

of 3lst May, 1865... 
6 Internationai Sanitary Convention 8d. 


7 Convention and Declaration between the United ‘Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 


questions... 4d, 
8 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 

the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 

tions relating to Samoa... bd. 


9 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 


Criminals ... 1d, 
10 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 

the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 

of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration _... 4d. | 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 

lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 

countries ... 4d, 


12 Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 


field a. 
13 International Convention respecting tke Liqvor ‘traffic in 

Africa 1d. 
14 Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras... |_ 14d, 
15 Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay ... id, 
16 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 

to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam . 4d. 


17 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property hd, 
18 Convention between the ‘United ‘Kingdom: and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Straits 
Settlements... ld. 
19 Convention between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Costa Rica for the reciprocal protection of trade marks, &c. 4d. 
20 Additional Convention, supplementary to Convention of 7th 
September, 1888, respecting the exchange of parcels by 
parcel post between France and Mauritius see 4d. 
21 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam, relative 
to Taxation on Land held or owned Sl British — 


| 

No. | -_ | Price. 
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The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 

Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
283 Jamaica ore eee eee eee see 4d, 
284 Lagos eee eee oe eee eee eee 1d. 
285 Seychelles eee eee eee eee ld. 
286 Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands... | 
287 Straits Settlements  ... ool 
288 Basutoland ... vee one eee ooo | 
289 Niger Coast Protectorate ose | 
290 British Guiana oe see 
291 Falkland Islands ose woe 1d. 
292 British New Guinea... | 
294 Barbados ase | 29d. 
296 Fiji ... eee | 2d. 
297 Turks and Caicos Islands one | 

302 Mauritius and Rodrigues dee | 

303 Trinidad and Tobago. | 25d. 

304 Straits Settlements -| 2d. 

805 Gibraltar 1}d. 

Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. — Price. 

1 Gold Coast ... Economic Agriculture ... Sd. 

3 Sierra Leone... «| Geology and Botany eee 50. 

5 Bahamas ..., ...| Sisal Industry... Lg. 

6 Hong Kong ... Bubonic Plague ... coe} 

7 Newfoundland ...| Mineral Resources 1s. Od. 

8 Western Paciiic ... :..| British Solomon Islands... 

9 Dominica... Agriculture ooo] 

10 Virgin Islands Condition during 1897... 44d, 

11 Grenada ..| Agriculture in Carriacou = 

12 Anguilla... ose ...| Vital Statistics, 1898 

13 Cook Islands... vee «| Trade 1899 ld. 

14 Bahamas _... Notes on the planting of the Pita 4d. 
Plant and the extraction and 
preparation of the Fibre 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so‘far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is ‘the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 


supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Oolonial Tarifs; Ewewe and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &e., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 
The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Hast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 24d. 


| 


